
AMEN DMENTS TO THE RE GU LA TIONS
UN DER THE PA TENT CO O PE RA TION TRE A TY (PCT)

R u l e  4

The Re qu est (Con tents)

4.1 Man da to ry and Op tio nal Con tents; Sig na tu re
(a) The re qu est shall con ta in:

(i) to (iii) [No chan ge]
(iv) in di ca tions con cer ning the in ven tor whe re

the na tio nal law of at le ast one of the
de sig na ted Sta tes re qu i res that the name of
the in ven tor be fur nis hed at the time of
fi ling a na tio nal ap pli ca tion.

(b) The re qu est shall, whe re ap pli cab le, con ta in:
(i) and (ii) [No chan ge] 

(iii) a re fe ren ce to a pa rent ap pli ca tion or pa rent
pa tent,

(iv) an in di ca tion of the applicant’s cho i ce of
com pe tent In ter na tio nal Se ar ching
Aut ho ri ty.

(c) and (d) [No chan ge]

4.2 to 4.4 [No chan ge]

4.5 The Ap pli cant
(a) The re qu est shall in di ca te:

(i) the name,
(ii) the ad dress, and
(iii) the na tio na li ty and re si den ce
of the ap pli cant or, if the re are se ve ral
ap pli cants, of each of them.

(b) to (e) [No chan ge]

4.6 to 4.8 [No chan ge]

4.9 De sig na tion of Sta tes; Kinds of Pro tec tion;
Na tio nal and Re gio nal Pa tents
(a) The fi ling of a re qu est shall con sti tu te:

(i) the de sig na tion of all Con trac ting Sta tes
that are bo und by the Tre a ty on the
in ter na tio nal fi ling date;

(ii) an in di ca tion that the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion is, in res pect of each
de sig na ted Sta te to which Ar tic le 43 or 44
ap plies, for the grant of eve ry kind of
pro tec tion which is ava i lab le by way of the
de sig na tion of that Sta te;

(iii) an in di ca tion that the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion is, in res pect of each
de sig na ted Sta te to which Ar tic le 45(1)
ap plies, for the grant of a re gio nal pa tent
and also, un less Ar tic le 45(2) ap plies, a
na tio nal pa tent.

(b) Not wit hstan ding pa ra graph (a)(i), if, on
Oc to ber 1, 2002, the na tio nal law of a
Con trac ting Sta te pro vi des that the fi ling of an
in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion which con ta ins the
de sig na tion of that Sta te and cla ims the
pri o ri ty of an ear lier na tio nal ap pli ca tion
ha ving ef fect in that Sta te shall have the re sult 
that the ear lier na tio nal ap pli ca tion ce a ses to
have ef fect with the same con se qu en ces as the
wit hdra wal of the ear lier na tio nal ap pli ca tion,
any re qu est may, for as long as that na tio nal
law con ti nu es to so pro vi de, con ta in an
in di ca tion that the de sig na tion of that Sta te is
not made, pro vi ded that the de sig na ted Of fi ce
in forms the In ter na tio nal Bu re au by Ja nu a ry
1, 2003, that this pa ra graph shall ap ply in
res pect of de sig na tions of that Sta te. The
in for ma tion re ce i ved shall be prom ptly
pub lis hed by the In ter na tio nal Bu re au in the
Ga zet te.

(c) [De le ted]

4.10 [No chan ge]

4.11 Re fe ren ce to Ear lier Se arch, Con ti nu a tion or
Continuation-in-Part, or Pa rent Ap pli ca tion or
Grant

(a) If:
(i) an in ter na tio nal or international-type

se arch has been re qu es ted on an
ap pli ca tion un der Ar tic le 15(5);

(ii) the ap pli cant wis hes the In ter na tio nal
 Searching Aut ho ri ty to base the
 international se arch re port whol ly or in
part on the re sults of a se arch, ot her than
an in ter na tio nal or international-type
 search, made by the na tio nal Of fi ce or
 intergovernmental or ga ni za tion which is
the In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty
com pe tent for the in ter na tio nal  appli -
cation;

(iii) the ap pli cant in tends to make an
in di ca tion un der Rule 49bis.l(a) or (b) of
the wish that the in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion
be tre a ted, in any de sig na ted Sta te, as an
ap pli ca tion for a pa tent of ad di tion,
cer ti fi ca te of ad di tion, inventor’s
cer ti fi ca te of ad di tion or uti li ty cer ti fi ca te
of ad di tion; or

(iv) the ap pli cant in tends to make an in di ca tion 
un der Rule 49bis.l(c) of the wish that the
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in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion be tre a ted, in any
de sig na ted Sta te, as an ap pli ca tion for a
con ti nu a tion or a continuation-in-part of
an ear lier ap pli ca tion;

the re qu est shall so in di ca te and shall, as the
case may be, iden ti fy the ap pli ca tion in res pect of
which the ear lier se arch was made or ot her wi se
iden ti fy the se arch, or in di ca te the re le vant
pa rent ap pli ca tion or pa rent pa tent or ot her
pa rent grant.
(b) The in clu sion in the re qu est of an in di ca tion

un der pa ra graph (a)(iii) or (iv) shall ha ve no
ef fect on the ope ra tion of Rule 4.9.

4.12 [De le ted]

4.13 [De le ted]

4.14 [De le ted]

4.14bis to 4.18 [No chan ge]

R u l e  1 2

Lan gu a ge of the In ter na tio nal Ap pli ca tion and
Trans la tion for the Pur po ses of In ter na tio nal

Se arch and In ter na tio nal Pub li ca tion

12. l and 12.2 [No chan ge]

12.3 Trans la tion for the Pur po ses of In ter na tio nal
Se arch
(a) to (d) [No chan ge]
(e) The fur nis hing of a trans la tion af ter the

ex pi ra tion of the time li mit un der pa ra graph
(a) may be sub jec ted by the re ce i ving Of fi ce to
the pa y ment to it, for its own be ne fit, of a late
fur nis hing fee equ al to 25 % of the
in ter na tio nal fi ling fee re fer red to in item 1 of
the Sche du le of Fees, not ta king into ac co unt
any fee for each she et of the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion in ex cess of 30 she ets.

12.4 Trans la tion for the Pur po ses of In ter na tio nal
Pub li ca tion
(a) to (d) [No chan ge]
(e) The fur nis hing of a trans la tion af ter the

ex pi ra tion of the time li mit un der pa ra graph
(a) may be sub jec ted by the re ce i ving Of fi ce to
the pa y ment to it, for its own be ne fit, of a late
fur nis hing fee equ al to 25 % of the
in ter na tio nal fi ling fee re fer red to in item 1 of
the Sche du le of Fees, not ta king into ac co unt
any fee for each she et of the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion in ex cess of 30 she ets.

R u l e  1 5

The In ter na tio nal Fi ling Fee

15.1 The In ter na tio nal Fi ling Fee
Each in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion shall be sub ject to
the pa y ment of a fee for the be ne fit of the

In ter na tio nal Bu re au (“in ter na tio nal fi ling fee”) to
be col lec ted by the re ce i ving Of fi ce.

15.2 Amo unt

(a) The amo unt of the in ter na tio nal fi ling fee is as
set out in the Sche du le of Fees.

(b)  The in ter na tio nal fi ling fee shall be pa y ab le in
the cur ren cy or one of the cur ren cies
pre scri bed by the re ce i ving Of fi ce (“pre scri bed
cur ren cy”), it be ing un der sto od that, when
trans fer red by the re ce i ving Of fi ce to the
In ter na tio nal Bu re au, it shall be fre e ly
con ver tib le into Swiss cur ren cy. The amo unt
of the in ter na tio nal fi ling fee shall be
es tab lis hed, for each re ce i ving Of fi ce which
pre scri bes the pa y ment of that fee in any
cur ren cy ot her than Swiss cur ren cy, by the
Di rec tor Ge ne ral af ter con sul ta tion with the
re ce i ving Of fi ce of, or ac ting un der Rule
19.1(b) for, the Sta te who se of fi cial cur ren cy is
the same as the pre scri bed cur ren cy. The
amo unt so es tab lis hed shall be the equ i va lent, 
in ro und fi gu res, of the amo unt in Swiss
cur ren cy set out in the Sche du le of Fees. It
shall be no ti fied by the In ter na tio nal Bu re au
to each re ce i ving Of fi ce pre scri bing pa y ment
in that pre scri bed cur ren cy and shall be
pub lis hed in the Ga zet te.

(c) Whe re the amo unt of the in ter na tio nal fi ling
fee set out in the Sche du le of Fees is chan ged,
the cor res pon ding amo unt in the pre scri bed
cur ren cies shall be ap plied from the sa me date 
as the amo unt set out in the amen ded
Sche du le of Fees.

(d) Whe re the ex chan ge rate bet we en Swiss
cur ren cy and any pre scri bed cur ren cy
be co mes dif fe rent from the ex chan ge rate last
ap plied, the Di rec tor Ge ne ral shall es tab lish
the new amo unt in the pre scri bed cur ren cy
ac cor ding to di rec ti ves gi ven by the As sem bly.
The ne wly es tab lis hed amo unt shall be co me
ap pli cab le two months af ter the date of its
pub li ca tion in the Ga zet te, pro vi ded that the
re ce i ving Of fi ce re fer red to in the se cond
sen ten ce of pa ra graph (b) and the Di rec tor
Ge ne ral may ag ree on a date fal ling du ring the
said two-month pe riod, in which case the said
amo unt shall be co me ap pli cab le from that
date.

15.3 [Re ma ins de le ted}

15.4 Ti me Li mit for Pa y ment; Amo unt Pa y ab le
The in ter na tio nal fi ling fee shall be paid wit hin
one month from the date of re ce ipt of the
in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion. The amo unt pa y ab le
shall be the amo unt ap pli cab le on that date of
re ce ipt.

15.5 [De le ted]
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15.6 Re fund
The re ce i ving Of fi ce shall re fund the in ter na tio nal 
fi ling fee to the ap pli cant:

(i) to (iii) [No chan ge]

R u l e  1 6

The Se arch Fee

16.1 Right to Ask for a Fee
(a) to (e) [No chan ge]
(f) As to the time li mit for pa y ment of the se arch

fee and the amo unt pa y ab le, the pro vi sions of
Rule 15.4 re la ting to the in ter na tio nal fi ling
fee shall ap ply mu ta tis mu tan dis.

16.2 and 16.3 [No chan ge]

R u l e  I 6 b i s

Ex ten sion of Time Li mits for Pa y ment of Fe es

16bis. 1 In vi ta tion by the Re ce i ving Of fi ce
(a) Whe re, by the time they are due un der Ru les

14.1(c), 15.4 and 16.1(f), the re ce i ving Of fi ce
finds that no fees were paid to it, or that the
amo unt paid to it is in suf fi cient to co ver the
trans mit tal fee, the in ter na tio nal fi ling fee and
the se arch fee, the re ce i ving Of fi ce shall in vi te
the ap pli cant to pay to it the amo unt re qu i red
to co ver tho se fees, to get her with, whe re
ap pli cab le, the late pa y ment fee un der Rule
16bis.2, wit hin a time li mit of one month from
the da te of the in vi ta tion.

(b) [De le ted]
(c) Whe re the re ce i ving Of fi ce has sent to the

ap pli cant an in vi ta tion un der pa ra graph (a)
and the ap pli cant has not, wit hin the time
li mit re fer red to in that pa ra graph, paid in full
the amo unt due, in clu ding, whe re ap pli cab le,
the late pa y ment fee un der Ru le 16bis.2, the
re ce i ving Of fi ce shall, sub ject to pa ra graph (d):
(i) make the ap pli cab le dec la ra tion un der

Ar tic le 14(3), and 
(ii) pro ce ed as pro vi ded in Rule 29.

(d) Any pa y ment re ce i ved by the re ce i ving Of fi ce
be fo re that Of fi ce sends the in vi ta tion un der
pa ra graph (a) shall be con si de red to have been
re ce i ved be fo re the ex pi ra tion of the time li mit
un der Rule 14.1(c), 15.4 or 16.1(f), as the case
may be.

(e) Any pa y ment re ce i ved by the re ce i ving Of fi ce
be fo re that Of fi ce ma kes the ap pli cab le
dec la ra tion un der Ar tic le 14(3) shall be
con si de red to have been re ce i ved be fo re the
ex pi ra tion of the time li mit re fer red to in
pa ra graph (a).

16bis.2 Late Pa y ment Fee
(a) The pa y ment of fees in res pon se to an

in vi ta tion un der Rule 16bis.1(a) may be
sub jec ted by the re ce i ving Of fi ce to the

pa y ment to it, for its own be ne fit, of a late
pa y ment fee. The amo unt of that fee shall be:
(i) 50 % of the amo unt of un pa id fees which is

spe ci fied in the in vi ta tion, or,
(ii) if the amo unt cal cu la ted un der item (i) is

less than the trans mit tal fee, an amo unt
equ al to the trans mit tal fee.

(b) The amo unt of the late pa y ment fee shall not,
ho we ver, ex ce ed the amo unt of 25 % of the
in ter na tio nal fi ling fee re fer red to in item 1 of
the Sche du le of Fees, not ta king into ac co unt
any fee for each she et of the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion in ex cess of 30 she ets.

R u l e  1 7

The Pri o ri ty Do cu ment

17.1 Ob li ga tion to Sub mit Copy of Ear lier Na tio nal or
In ter na tio nal Ap pli ca tion
(a) Whe re the pri o ri ty of an ear lier na tio nal or

in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion is cla i med un der
Ar tic le 8, a copy of that ear lier ap pli ca tion,
cer ti fied by the aut ho ri ty with which it was
fi led (“the pri o ri ty do cu ment”), shall, un less
that pri o ri ty do cu ment has al re a dy been fi led
with the re ce i ving Of fi ce to get her with the
in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion in which the pri o ri ty
cla im is made, and sub ject to pa ra graphs (b)
and (b-bis), be sub mit ted by the ap pli cant to
the In ter na tio nal Bu re au or to the re ce i ving
Of fi ce not la ter than 16 months af ter the
pri o ri ty date, pro vi ded that any copy of the
said ear lier ap pli ca tion which is re ce i ved by
the In ter na tio nal Bu re au af ter the ex pi ra tion
of that time li mit shall be con si de red to have
been re ce i ved by that Bu re au on the last day of 
that time li mit if it re a ches it be fo re the date of
in ter na tio nal pub li ca tion of the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion.

(b) [No chan ge]
(b-bis) Whe re the pri o ri ty do cu ment is, in
ac cor dan ce with the Ad mi nis tra ti ve In struc tions,
ava i lab le to the re ce i ving Of fi ce or to the
In ter na tio nal Bu re au from a di gi tal lib ra ry, the
ap pli cant may, as the case may be, in ste ad of
sub mit ting the pri o ri ty do cu ment:

(i) re qu est the re ce i ving Of fi ce to ob ta in the
pri o ri ty do cu ment from such di gi tal lib ra ry 
and trans mit it to the In ter na tio nal
Bu re au; or

(ii) re qu est the In ter na tio nal Bu re au to ob ta in 
the pri o ri ty do cu ment from such di gi tal
lib ra ry.

Such re qu est shall be made not la ter than
16 months af ter the pri o ri ty date and may be
sub jec ted by the re ce i ving Of fi ce or the
In ter na tio nal Bu re au to the pa y ment of a fee.
(c) If the re qu i re ments of none of the three

pre ce ding pa ra graphs are com plied with, any
de sig na ted Of fi ce may, sub ject to pa ra graph
(d), dis re gard the pri o ri ty cla im, pro vi ded that
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no de sig na ted Of fi ce shall dis re gard the
pri o ri ty cla im be fo re gi ving the ap pli cant an
op por tu ni ty to fur nish the pri o ri ty do cu ment
wit hin a time li mit which shall be re a so nab le
un der the cir cum stan ces.

(d) No de sig na ted Of fi ce shall dis re gard the
pri o ri ty cla im un der pa ra graph (c) if the ear lier 
ap pli ca tion re fer red to in pa ra graph (a) was
fi led with it in its ca pa ci ty as na tio nal Of fi ce or
if the pri o ri ty do cu ment is, in ac cor dan ce with
the Ad mi nis tra ti ve In struc tions, ava i lab le to it
from a di gi tal lib ra ry.

17.2 [No chan ge]

R u l e  1 9

The Com pe tent Re ce i ving Of fi ce

19.1 to 19.3 [No chan ge]

19.4 Trans mit tal to the In ter na tio nal Bu re au as
Re ce i ving Of fi ce
(a) and (b) [No chan ge]

(c) For the pur po ses of Ru les 14.1(c), 15.4 and
16.1(f), whe re the in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion
was trans mit ted to the In ter na tio nal Bu re au
un der pa ra graph (b), the date of re ce ipt of the
in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion shall be con si de red
to be the date on which the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion was ac tu al ly re ce i ved by the
In ter na tio nal Bu re au. For the pur po ses of this
pa ra graph, the last sen ten ce of pa ra graph (b)
shall not ap ply.

R u l e  2 4

Re ce ipt of the Re cord Copy
by the In ter na tio nal Bu re au

24.1 [Re ma ins de le ted]

24.2 No ti fi ca tion of Re ce ipt of the Re cord Co py
(a) The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall prom ptly

no ti fy:
     (i) to (iii) [No chan ge]
of the fact and the date of re ce ipt of the re cord
copy. The no ti fi ca tion shall iden ti fy the
in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion by its num ber, the
in ter na tio nal fi ling date and the name of the
ap pli cant, and shall in di ca te the fi ling date of any
ear lier ap pli ca tion who se pri o ri ty is cla i med. The
no ti fi ca tion sent to the ap pli cant shall also
con ta in a list of the de sig na ted Of fi ces and, in the
case of a de sig na ted Of fi ce which is res pon sib le
for gran ting re gio nal pa tents, of the Con trac ting
Sta tes de sig na ted for such re gio nal pa tent.
(b) [De le ted]
(c) [No chan ge]

R u l e  2 6

Chec king by, and Cor rec ting Be fo re,
the Re ce i ving Of fi ce of Cer ta in Ele ments

of the In ter na tio nal Ap pli ca tion

26.1 and 26.2 [No chan ge]
26.2bis Chec king of Re qu i re ments Un der Ar tic le
14(l)(a)(i) and (ii)

(a) For the pur po ses of Ar tic le 14(l)(a)(i), if the re is
more than one ap pli cant, it shall be suf fi cient
that the re qu est be sig ned by one of them.

(b) For the pur po ses of Ar tic le 14(l)(a)(ii), if the re
is more than one ap pli cant, it shall be
suf fi cient that the in di ca tions re qu i red un der
Rule 4.5(a)(ii) and (iii) be pro vi ded in res pect of
one of them who is en tit led ac cor ding to Rule
19.1 to file the in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion with
the re ce i ving Of fi ce.

26.3 to 26.6 [No chan ge]

R u l e  2 7

Lack of Pa y ment of Fe es

27.1 Fe es
(a) For the pur po ses of Ar tic le 14(3)(a), “fees

pre scri bed un der Ar tic le 3(4)(iv)” me ans: the
trans mit tal fee (Rule 14), the in ter na tio nal
fi ling fee (Rule 15.1), the se arch fee (Rule 16),
and, whe re re qu i red, the late pa y ment fee
(Rule 16bis.2).

(b) For the pur po ses of Ar tic le 14(3)(a) and (b),
“the fee pre scri bed un der Ar tic le 4(2)” me ans
the in ter na tio nal fi ling fee (Rule 15.1) and,
whe re re qu i red, the late pa y ment fee (Rule
16bis.2).

R u l e  2 9

In ter na tio nal Ap pli ca tions
Con si de red Wit hdrawn

29.1 Fin ding by Re ce i ving Of fi ce
If the re ce i ving Of fi ce dec la res, un der Ar tic le
14(l)(b) and Rule 26.5 (fa i lu re to cor rect cer ta in
de fects), or un der Ar tic le 14(3)(a) [fa i lu re to pay
the pre scri bed fees un der Ru le 27.1 (a)], or un der
Ar tic le 14(4) [la ter fin ding of non-compliance with 
the re qu i re ments lis ted in items (i) to (iii) of Ar tic le
11(1)], or un der Rule 12.3(d) or 12.4(d) (fa i lu re to
fur nish a re qu i red trans la tion or, whe re
ap pli cab le, to pay a late fur nis hing fee), or un der
Ru le 92.4(g)(i) (fa i lu re to fur nish the ori gi nal of a
do cu ment), that the in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion is
con si de red wit hdrawn:

  (i) to (iv) [No chan ge]
(b) [De le ted]

29.2 [Re ma ins de le ted]
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29.3 and 29.4 [No chan ge]

R u l e  3 2

Ex ten sion of Ef fects of In ter na tio nal
Ap pli ca tion to Cer ta in Suc ces sor Sta tes

32.1 Re qu est for Ex ten sion of In ter na tio nal
Ap pli ca tion to Suc ces sor Sta te
(a) The ef fects of any in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion

who se in ter na tio nal fi ling date fa lls in the
pe riod de fi ned in pa ra graph (b) are ex ten ded to 
a Sta te (“the suc ces sor Sta te”) who se ter ri to ry
was, be fo re the in de pen den ce of that Sta te,
part of the ter ri to ry of a Con trac ting Sta te
de sig na ted in the in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion
which sub se qu en tly ce a sed to exist (“the
pred e ces sor Sta te”), pro vi ded that the
suc ces sor Sta te has be co me a Con trac ting
Sta te thro ugh the de po sit, with the Di rec tor
Ge ne ral, of a dec la ra tion of con ti nu a tion the
ef fect of which is that the Tre a ty is ap plied by
the suc ces sor Sta te.

(b) [No chan ge]
(c) In for ma tion on any in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion

who se fi ling date fa lls wit hin the ap pli cab le
pe riod un der pa ra graph (b) and who se ef fect is
ex ten ded to the suc ces sor Sta te shall be
pub lis hed by the In ter na tio nal Bu re au in the
Ga zet te.

(d) [De le ted]

32.2 Ef fects of Ex ten sion to Suc ces sor Sta te
(a) Whe re the ef fects of the in ter na tio nal

ap pli ca tion are ex ten ded to the suc ces sor
Sta te in ac cor dan ce with Rule 32.1,
(i) [No chan ge]
(ii) the ap pli cab le time li mit un der Ar tic le 22

or 39(1) in re la tion to that Sta te shall be
ex ten ded un til the ex pi ra tion of at le ast six
months from the date of the pub li ca tion of
the in for ma tion un der Rule 32.1(c).

(b) The suc ces sor Sta te may fix a time li mit which
ex pi res la ter than that pro vi ded in pa ra graph
(a)(ii). The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall pub lish
in for ma tion on such time li mits in the Ga zet te.

R u l e  3 6

Mi ni mum Re qu i re ments
for In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ties

36.1 De fi ni tion of Mi ni mum Re qu i re ments
The mi ni mum re qu i re ments re fer red to in Ar tic le
16(3)(c) shall be the fol lo wing:

(i) and (ii) [No chan ge]
(iii) that Of fi ce or or ga ni za tion must have a

staff which is ca pab le of se ar ching the
re qu i red tech ni cal fields and which has
the lan gu a ge fa ci li ties to un der stand at
le ast tho se lan gu a ges in which the
mi ni mum do cu men ta tion re fer red to in
Rule 34 is writ ten or is trans la ted;

(iv) that Of fi ce or or ga ni za tion must hold an
ap po in tment as an In ter na tio nal
Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty.

R u l e  4 3 b i s

Writ ten Opi nion
of the In ter na tio nal
Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty

43bis.1 Writ ten Opi nion
(a) Sub ject to Rule 69.l(b-bis), the In ter na tio nal

Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty shall, at the same ti me as
it es tab lis hes the in ter na tio nal se arch re port,
es tab lish a writ ten opi nion as to:
(i) whet her the cla i med in ven tion ap pe ars to

be no vel, to in vol ve an in ven ti ve step (to be
non-obvious), and to be in dus trial ly
ap pli cab le;

(ii) whet her the in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion
com plies with the re qu i re ments of the
Tre a ty and the se Re gu la tions in so far as
chec ked by the In ter na tio nal Se ar ching
Aut ho ri ty.

The writ ten opi nion shall also be ac com pa nied by
such ot her ob ser va tions as the se Re gu la tions
pro vi de for.
(b) For the pur po ses of es tab lis hing the writ ten

opi nion, Ar tic les 33(2) to (6), 35(2) and 35(3)
and Ru les 43.4, 64, 65, 66.1(e), 66.2(a), (b)
and (e), 66.7, 67, 70.2(b) and (d), 70.3, 70.4(ii), 
70.5(a), 70.6 to 70.10, 70.12, 70.14 and
70.15(a) shall ap ply mu ta tis mu tan dis.

(c) The writ ten opi nion shall con ta in a
no ti fi ca tion in for ming the ap pli cant that, if a
de mand for in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry
exa mi na tion is made, the writ ten opi nion
shall, un der Rule 66.1bis(a) but sub ject to
Rule 66.1bis(b), be con si de red to be a writ ten
opi nion of the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty for the pur po ses of Rule
66.2(a), in which case the ap pli cant is in vi ted
to sub mit to that Aut ho ri ty, be fo re the
ex pi ra tion of the time li mit un der Rule 54bis.1
(a), a writ ten rep ly to get her, whe re
ap prop ria te, with amen dments.

R u l e  4 4

Trans mit tal of the In ter na tio nal
Se arch Re port, Writ ten Opi nion, Etc.

44.1 Co pies of Re port or Dec la ra tion and Writ ten
Opi nion
The In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty shall, on
the same day, trans mit one copy of the
in ter na tio nal se arch re port and the writ ten
opi nion es tab lis hed un der Rule 43bis.1, or of the
dec la ra tion re fer red to in Ar tic le 17(2)(a), to the
In ter na tio nal Bu re au and one copy to the
ap pli cant.

44.2 and 44.3 [No chan ge]
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R u l e  4 4 b i s

In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Re port
on Pa ten ta bi li ty by the In ter na tio nal

Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty

44bis.1 Is su an ce of Re port
(a) Un less an in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry

exa mi na tion re port has been or is to be
es tab lis hed, the In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall
is sue a re port on be half of the In ter na tio nal
Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty (in this Rule re fer red to as 
“the re port”) as to the mat ters re fer red to in
Ru le 43bis.1(a). The re port shall have the
same con tents as the writ ten opi nion
es tab lis hed un der Rule 43bis. 1.

(b) The re port shall bear the tit le “in ter na tio nal
pre li mi na ry re port on pa ten ta bi li ty (Chap ter I
of the Pa tent Co o pe ra tion Tre a ty)” to get her
with an in di ca tion that it is is su ed un der this
Rule by the In ter na tio nal Bu re au on be half of
the In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty.

44bis.2 Com mu ni ca tion to De sig na ted Of fi ces
(a) Whe re a re port has been is su ed un der Rule

44bis.1, the In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall
com mu ni ca te it to each de sig na ted Of fi ce in
ac cor dan ce with Rule 93bis.1 but not be fo re
the ex pi ra tion of 30 months from the pri o ri ty
date.

(b) Whe re the ap pli cant ma kes an ex press re qu est 
to a de sig na ted Of fi ce un der Ar tic le 23(2), the
In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall com mu ni ca te a
copy of the writ ten opi nion es tab lis hed by the
In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty un der Rule
43bis.1 to that Of fi ce prom ptly upon the
re qu est of that Of fi ce or of the ap pli cant.

44bis.3 Trans la tion for De sig na ted Of fi ces
(a) Any de sig na ted Sta te may, whe re a re port has

been is su ed un der Rule 44bis. 1 in a lan gu a ge
ot her than the of fi cial lan gu a ge, or one of the
of fi cial lan gu a ges, of its na tio nal Of fi ce,
re qu i re a trans la tion of the re port into
En glish. Any such re qu i re ment shall be
no ti fied to the In ter na tio nal Bu re au, which
shall prom ptly pub lish it in the Ga zet te.

(b) If a trans la tion is re qu i red un der pa ra graph
(a), it shall be pre pa red by or un der the
res pon si bi li ty of the In ter na tio nal Bu re au.

(c) The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall trans mit a
copy of the trans la tion to any in te re sted
de sig na ted Of fi ce and to the ap pli cant at the
same time as it com mu ni ca tes the re port to
that Of fi ce.

(d) In the case re fer red to in Rule 44bis.2(b) the
writ ten opi nion es tab lis hed un der Ru le
43bis.1 shall, upon re qu est of the de sig na ted
Of fi ce con cer ned, be trans la ted into En glish
by or un der the res pon si bi li ty of the
In ter na tio nal Bu re au. The In ter na tio nal
Bu re au shall trans mit a copy of the
trans la tion to the de sig na ted Of fi ce con cer ned

wit hin two months from the date of re ce ipt of
the re qu est for trans la tion, and shall at the
same time trans mit a copy to the ap pli cant.

44bis.4 Ob ser va tions on the Trans la tion
The ap pli cant may make writ ten ob ser va tions as to the
cor rec tness of the trans la tion re fer red to in Rule
44bis.3(b) or (d) and shall send a copy of the
ob ser va tions to each of the in te re sted de sig na ted
Of fi ces and to the In ter na tio nal Bu re au.

R u l e  4 4 t e r

Con fi den tial Na tu re of Writ ten Opi nion,
Re port, Trans la tion and Ob ser va tions

44ter. 1 Con fi den tial Na tu re
(a) The In ter na tio nal Bu re au and the

In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty shall not,
un less re qu es ted or aut ho ri zed by the
ap pli cant, al low ac cess by any per son or
aut ho ri ty be fo re the ex pi ra tion of 30 months
from the pri o ri ty date:
(i) to the writ ten opi nion es tab lis hed un der

Rule 43bis.1, to any trans la tion the re of
pre pa red un der Rule 44bis.3(d) or to any
writ ten ob ser va tions on such trans la tion
sent by the ap pli cant un der Rule 44bis.4;

(ii) if a re port is is su ed un der Rule 44bis. 1, to
that re port, to any trans la tion of it
pre pa red un der Rule 44bis.3(b) or to any
writ ten ob ser va tions on that trans la tion
sent by the ap pli cant un der Rule 44bis.4.

(b) For the pur po ses of pa ra graph (a), the term
“ac cess” co vers any me ans by which third
par ties may ac qu i re cog ni zan ce, in clu ding
in di vi du al com mu ni ca tion and ge ne ral
pub li ca tion.

R u l e  4 7

Com mu ni ca tion to De sig na ted Of fi ces

47.1 Pro ce du re
(a) The com mu ni ca tion pro vi ded for in Ar tic le 20

shall be ef fec ted by the In ter na tio nal Bu re au
to each de sig na ted Of fi ce in ac cor dan ce with
Rule 93bis.1 but, sub ject to Rule 47.4, not
pri or to the in ter na tio nal pub li ca tion of the
in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion.

(a-bis) The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall no ti fy each 
de sig na ted Of fi ce, in ac cor dan ce with Rule
93bis.1, of the fact and date of re ce ipt of the
re cord copy and of the fact and date of re ce ipt of
any pri o ri ty do cu ment.

(a-ter) [No chan ge]
(b) Any amen dment re ce i ved by the In ter na tio nal

Bu re au wit hin the time li mit un der Rule 46.1
which was not in clu ded in the com mu ni ca tion
pro vi ded for in Ar tic le 20 shall be
com mu ni ca ted prom ptly to the de sig na ted
Of fi ces by the In ter na tio nal Bu re au, and the
lat ter shall no ti fy the ap pli cant ac cor din gly.
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(c) The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall, prom ptly
af ter the ex pi ra tion of 28 months from the
pri o ri ty date, send a no ti ce to the ap pli cant
in di ca ting:

(i) the de sig na ted Of fi ces which have
re qu es ted that the com mu ni ca tion
pro vi ded for in Ar tic le 20 be ef fec ted un der
Rule 93bis.1 and the date of such
com mu ni ca tion to tho se Of fi ces; and

(ii) the de sig na ted Of fi ces which have not
re qu es ted that the com mu ni ca tion
pro vi ded for in Ar tic le 20 be ef fec ted un der
Rule 93bis.1.

(c-bis) The no ti ce re fer red to in pa ra graph (c) shall 
be ac cep ted by de sig na ted Of fi ces:

(i) in the case of a de sig na ted Of fi ce re fer red
to in pa ra graph (c)(i), as con clu si ve
evi den ce that the com mu ni ca tion pro vi ded 
for in Ar tic le 20 was ef fec ted on the date
spe ci fied in the no ti ce;

(ii) in the case of a de sig na ted Of fi ce re fer red
to in pa ra graph (c)(ii), as con clu si ve
evi den ce that the Con trac ting Sta te for
which that Of fi ce acts as de sig na ted Of fi ce
does not re qu i re the fur nis hing, un der
Ar tic le 22, by the ap pli cant of a copy of the
in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion.

(d) [No chan ge]

(e) Whe re any de sig na ted Of fi ce has not, be fo re
the ex pi ra tion of 28 months from the pri o ri ty
date, re qu es ted the In ter na tio nal Bu re au to
ef fect the com mu ni ca tion pro vi ded for in
Ar tic le 20 in ac cor dan ce with Rule 93bis.1, the 
Con trac ting Sta te for which that Of fi ce acts as
de sig na ted Of fi ce shall be con si de red to have
no ti fied the In ter na tio nal Bu re au, un der Ru le
49.1(a-bis), that it does not re qu i re the
fur nis hing, un der Ar tic le 22, by the ap pli cant
of a co py of the in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion.

47.2 Co pies
The co pies re qu i red for com mu ni ca tion shall be
pre pa red by the In ter na tio nal Bu re au. Fur ther
de tails con cer ning the co pies re qu i red for
com mu ni ca tion may be pro vi ded for in the
Ad mi nis tra ti ve In struc tions.

(b) [De le ted]

(c) [De le ted]

47.3 [No chan ge]

47.4 Ex press Re qu est Un der Ar tic le 23(2) Pri or to
In ter na tio nal Pub li ca tion
Whe re the ap pli cant ma kes an ex press re qu est to
a de sig na ted Of fi ce un der Ar tic le 23(2) pri or to the 
in ter na tio nal pub li ca tion of the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion, the In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall, upon
re qu est of the ap pli cant or the de sig na ted Of fi ce,
prom ptly ef fect the com mu ni ca tion pro vi ded for
in Ar tic le 20 to that Of fi ce.

R u l e  4 8

In ter na tio nal Pub li ca tion

48.1 to 48.5 [No chan ge]

48.6 An no un cing of Cer ta in Facts
(a) If any no ti fi ca tion un der Rule 29.1(ii) re a ches

the In ter na tio nal Bu re au at a time la ter than
that at which it was able to pre vent the
in ter na tio nal pub li ca tion of the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion, the In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall
prom ptly pub lish a no ti ce in the Ga zet te
rep ro du cing the es sen ce of such no ti fi ca tion.

(b) [Re ma ins de le ted}
(c) [No chan ge]

R u l e  4 9 b i s

In di ca tions as to Pro tec tion So ught
for Pur po ses of Na tio nal Pro ces sing

49bis.1 Cho i ce of Cer ta in Kinds of Pro tec tion
(a) If the ap pli cant wis hes the in ter na tio nal

ap pli ca tion to be tre a ted, in a de sig na ted Sta te 
in res pect of which Ar tic le 43 ap plies, as an
ap pli ca tion not for the grant of a pa tent but for
the grant of anot her kind of pro tec tion re fer red 
to in that Ar tic le, the ap pli cant, when
per for ming the acts re fer red to in Ar tic le 22,
shall so in di ca te to the de sig na ted Of fi ce.

(b) If the ap pli cant wis hes the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion to be tre a ted, in a de sig na ted Sta te 
in res pect of which Ar tic le 44 ap plies, as an
ap pli ca tion for the grant of more than one kind 
of pro tec tion re fer red to in Ar tic le 43, the
ap pli cant, when per for ming the acts re fer red
to in Ar tic le 22, shall so in di ca te to the
de sig na ted Of fi ce and shall in di ca te, if
ap pli cab le, which kind of pro tec tion is so ught
pri ma ri ly and which kind is so ught
sub si dia ri ly.

(c) In the ca ses re fer red to in pa ra graphs (a) and
(b), if the ap pli cant wis hes the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion to be tre a ted, in a de sig na ted
Sta te, as an ap pli ca tion for a pa tent of
ad di tion, cer ti fi ca te of ad di tion, inventor’s
cer ti fi ca te of ad di tion or uti li ty cer ti fi ca te of
ad di tion, the ap pli cant, when per for ming the
acts re fer red to in Ar tic le 22, shall in di ca te the
re le vant pa rent ap pli ca tion, pa rent pa tent or
ot her pa rent grant.

(d) If the ap pli cant wis hes the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion to be tre a ted, in a de sig na ted
Sta te, as an ap pli ca tion for a con ti nu a tion or a
continuation-in-part of an ear lier ap pli ca tion,
the ap pli cant, when per for ming the acts
re fer red to in Ar tic le 22, shall so in di ca te to the 
de sig na ted Of fi ce and shall in di ca te the
re le vant pa rent ap pli ca tion.

(e) Whe re no ex press in di ca tion un der pa ra graph
(a) is made by the ap pli cant when per for ming
the acts re fer red to in Ar tic le 22 but the
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na tio nal fee re fer red to in Ar tic le 22 paid by the 
ap pli cant cor res ponds to the na tio nal fee for a
par ti cu lar kind of pro tec tion, the pa y ment of
that fee shall be con si de red to be an in di ca tion
of the wish of the ap pli cant that the
in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion is to be tre a ted as an
ap pli ca tion for that kind of pro tec tion and the
de sig na ted Of fi ce shall in form the ap pli cant
ac cor din gly.

49bis.2 Time of Fur nis hing In di ca tions
(a) No de sig na ted Of fi ce shall re qu i re the

ap pli cant to fur nish, be fo re per for ming the
acts re fer red to in Ar tic le 22, any in di ca tion
re fer red to in Rule 49bis.1 or, whe re
ap pli cab le, any in di ca tion as to whet her the
ap pli cant se eks the grant of a na tio nal pa tent
or a re gio nal pa tent.

(b) The ap pli cant may, if so per mit ted by the
na tio nal law ap pli cab le by the de sig na ted
Of fi ce con cer ned, fur nish such in di ca tion or, if 
ap pli cab le, con vert from one kind of pro tec tion 
to anot her, at any la ter time.

R u l e  5 1

Re view by De sig na ted Of fi ces

51.1 Ti me Li mit for Pre sen ting the Re qu est to Send
Co pies
The time li mit re fer red to in Ar tic le 25(1)(c) shall
be two months com pu ted from the date of the
no ti fi ca tion sent to the ap pli cant un der Rule
20.7(i), 24.2(c) or 29.1(ii).

51.2 and 51.3 [No chan ge]

R u l e  5 1 b i s

Cer ta in Na tio nal Re qu i re ments
Al lo wed Un der Ar tic le 27

51 bis. 1 Cer ta in Na tio nal Re qu i re ments Al lo wed
(a) Sub ject to Rule 51bis.2, the na tio nal law

ap pli cab le by the de sig na ted Of fi ce may, in
ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 27, re qu i re the
ap pli cant to fur nish, in par ti cu lar:
(i) to (iv) [No chan ge]
(v) any evi den ce con cer ning non-prejudicial

dis clo su res or ex cep tions to lack of
no vel ty, such as dis clo su res re sul ting from 
abu se, dis clo su res at cer ta in ex hi bi tions
and dis clo su res by the ap pli cant du ring a
cer ta in pe riod of time;

(vi) the con fir ma tion of the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion by the sig na tu re of any
ap pli cant for the de sig na ted Sta te who has
not sig ned the re qu est;

(vii) any mis sing in di ca tion re qu i red un der
Rule 4.5(a)(ii) and (iii) in res pect of any
ap pli cant for the de sig na ted Sta te.

(b) (to (f) [No chan ge]

51bis.2 and 51bis.3 [No chan ge]

R u l e  5 2

Amen dment of the Cla ims, the Des crip tion,
and the Dra wings, Be fo re De sig na ted Of fi ces

52.1 Ti me Li mit

(a) In any de sig na ted Sta te in which pro ces sing or 
exa mi na tion starts wit ho ut spe cial re qu est,
the ap pli cant shall, if he so wis hes, exer ci se
the right un der Ar tic le 28 wit hin one month
from the ful fi ll ment of the re qu i re ments un der
Ar tic le 22, pro vi ded that, if the
com mu ni ca tion un der Rule 47.1 has not been
ef fec ted by the ex pi ra tion of the time li mit
ap pli cab le un der Ar tic le 22, he shall exer ci se
the said right not la ter than four months af ter
such ex pi ra tion date. In eit her case, the
ap pli cant may exer ci se the said right at any
la ter time if so per mit ted by the na tio nal law of
the said Sta te.

(b) [No chan ge]

R u l e  5 3

The De mand

53.1 to 53.3 [No chan ge]

53.4 The Ap pli cant
As to the in di ca tions con cer ning the ap pli cant,
Ru les 4.4 and 4.16 shall ap ply, and Ru le 4.5 shall
ap ply mu ta tis mu tan dis.

53.5 and 53.6 [No chan ge]

53.7 Elec tion of Sta tes
The fi ling of a de mand shall con sti tu te the
elec tion of all Con trac ting Sta tes which are
de sig na ted and are bo und by Chap ter II of the
Tre a ty.

53.8 and 53.9 [No chan ge]

R u l e  5 4 b i s

Time Li mit for Ma king a De mand

54bis. 1 Ti me Li mit for Ma king a De mand

(a) A de mand may be made at any time pri or to the 
ex pi ra tion of whi che ver of the fol lo wing
pe riods ex pi res la ter:
(i) three months from the date of trans mit tal

to the ap pli cant of the in ter na tio nal se arch 
re port and the writ ten opi nion es tab lis hed
un der Rule 43bis.1, or of the dec la ra tion
re fer red to in Ar tic le 17(2)(a); or

(ii) 22 months from the pri o ri ty date.

(b) Any de mand made af ter the ex pi ra tion of the
time li mit ap pli cab le un der pa ra graph (a) shall 
be con si de red as if it had not been sub mit ted
and the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty shall so dec la re.
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R u l e  5 6

[De le ted]

R u l e  5 7

The Han dling Fee

57.1 and 57.2 [No chan ge]

57.3 Ti me Li mit for Pa y ment; Amo unt Pa y ab le
(a) Sub ject to pa ra graphs (b) and (c), the han dling 

fee shall be paid wit hin one month from the
date on which the de mand was sub mit ted or
22 months from the pri o ri ty date, whi che ver
ex pi res la ter.

(b) Sub ject to pa ra graph (c), whe re the de mand
was trans mit ted to the In ter na tio nal
Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty un der Rule
59.3, the han dling fee shall be paid wit hin one
month from the date of re ce ipt by that
Aut ho ri ty or 22 months from the pri o ri ty date,
whi che ver ex pi res la ter.

(c) Whe re, in ac cor dan ce with Rule 69.1(b), the
In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty
wis hes to start the in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry
exa mi na tion at the same time as the
in ter na tio nal se arch, that Aut ho ri ty shall in vi te
the ap pli cant to pay the han dling fee wit hin one
month from the date of the in vi ta tion.

(d) The amo unt of the han dling fee pa y ab le shall be
the amo unt ap pli cab le on the date of pa y ment.

57.4 and 57.5 [Re ma in de le ted]

57.6 Re fund
The In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty shall re fund the han dling fee to the
ap pli cant:

(i) [No chan ge]
(ii) if the de mand is con si de red, un der Rule

54.4 or 54bis.1(b), not to have been
sub mit ted.

R u l e  5 8 b i s

Ex ten sion of Time Li mits for Pa y ment of Fe es

58bis.1 In vi ta tion by the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa -
mi ning Aut ho ri ty

(a) Whe re the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty finds:
(i) that the amo unt paid to it is in suf fi cient to

co ver the han dling fee and the pre li mi na ry
exa mi na tion fee; or

(ii) by the time they are due un der Ru les 57.3
and 58.1(b), that no fees were paid to it;

the Aut ho ri ty shall in vi te the ap pli cant to pay to it 
the amo unt re qu i red to co ver tho se fees, to get her
with, whe re ap pli cab le, the late pa y ment fee
un der Rule 58bis.2, wit hin a time li mit of one
month from the date of the in vi ta tion.
(b) to (d) [No chan ge]

58bis.2 [No chan ge]

R u l e  5 9

The Com pe tent In ter na tio nal
Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty

59.1 and 59.2 [No chan ge]

59.3 Trans mit tal of the De mand to the Com pe tent
In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty
(a) and (b) [No chan ge]
(c) Whe re the de mand is trans mit ted to the

In ter na tio nal Bu re au un der pa ra graph (a) or
sub mit ted to it un der pa ra graph (b), the
In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall prom ptly:
(i) [No chan ge]
(ii) if two or more In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry

Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ties are com pe tent,
in vi te the ap pli cant to in di ca te, wit hin the
time li mit ap pli cab le un der Rule 54bis.1
(a) or 15 days from the date of the
in vi ta tion, whi che ver is la ter, the
com pe tent In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty to which the de mand
sho uld be trans mit ted.

(d) to (f) [No chan ge]

R u l e  6 0

Cer ta in De fects in the De mand

60.1 De fects in the De mand
(a) Sub ject to pa ra graphs (a-bis) and (a-ter), if the

de mand does not com ply with the
re qu i re ments spe ci fied in Ru les 53.1,
53.2(a)(i) to (iv), 53.2(b), 53.3 to 53.8 and 55.1, 
the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty shall in vi te the ap pli cant to cor rect
the de fects wit hin a time li mit which shall be
re a so nab le un der the cir cum stan ces. That
time li mit shall not be less than one month
from the date of the in vi ta tion. It may be
ex ten ded by the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty at any time be fo re a
de ci sion is ta ken.

(a-bis) For the pur po ses of Rule 53.4, if the re are
two or more ap pli cants, it shall be suf fi cient that
the in di ca tions re fer red to in Rule 4.5(a)(ii) and (iii)
be pro vi ded in res pect of one of them who has the
right ac cor ding to Rule 54.2 to make a de mand.
(a-ter) For the pur po ses of Rule 53.8, if the re are
two or more ap pli cants, it shall be suf fi cient that
the de mand be sig ned by one of them.
(b) to (g) [No chan ge]

60.2 [De le ted]

R u l e  6 1

No ti fi ca tion of the De mand and Elec tions

61.1 No ti fi ca tion to the In ter na tio nal Bu re au and the
Ap pli cant
(a) and (b) [No chan ge]
(c) [De le ted]
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61.2 No ti fi ca tion to the Elec ted Of fi ces
(a) [No chan ge]
(b) The no ti fi ca tion shall in di ca te the num ber and 

fi ling date of the in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion, the
name of the ap pli cant, the fi ling date of the
ap pli ca tion who se pri o ri ty is cla i med (whe re
pri o ri ty is cla i med) and the date of re ce ipt by
the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty of the de mand.

(c) [No chan ge]
(d) Whe re the ap pli cant ma kes an ex press re qu est 

to an elec ted Of fi ce un der Ar tic le 40(2) pri or to
the in ter na tio nal pub li ca tion of the in ter na tio -
nal ap pli ca tion, the In ter na tio nal Bu re au
shall, upon re qu est of the ap pli cant or the
elec ted Of fi ce, prom ptly ef fect the com mu ni ca -
tion pro vi ded for in Ar tic le 20 to that Of fi ce.

61.3 [No chan ge]

61.4 Pub li ca tion in the Ga zet te
The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall, prom ptly af ter
the fi ling of the de mand but not be fo re the
in ter na tio nal pub li ca tion of the in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion, pub lish in the Ga zet te in for ma tion
on the de mand and the elec ted Sta tes con cer ned,
as pro vi ded in the Ad mi nis tra ti ve In struc tions.

R u l e  6 2

Copy of the Writ ten Opi nion by the In ter na tio nal
Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty and of Amen dments Un der

Ar tic le 19 for the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty

62.1 Co py of Writ ten Opi nion by In ter na tio nal
Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty and of Amen dments Made
Be fo re the De mand Is Fi led
Upon re ce ipt of a de mand, or a copy the re of, from
the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty, the In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall
prom ptly trans mit to that Aut ho ri ty:

(i) a copy of the writ ten opi nion es tab lis hed
un der Rule 43bis. 1, un less the na tio nal
Of fi ce or in ter go ver nmen tal or ga ni za tion
that ac ted as In ter na tio nal Se ar ching
Aut ho ri ty is also ac ting as In ter na tio nal
Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty; and

(ii) a copy of any amen dment un der Ar tic le 19,
and any sta te ment re fer red to in that
Ar tic le, un less that Aut ho ri ty has in di ca ted
that it has al re a dy re ce i ved such a copy.

62.2 [No chan ge]

R u l e  6 2 b i s

Trans la tion for the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty of the Writ ten Opi nion

of the In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty

62bis.1 Trans la tion and Ob ser va tions
(a) Upon re qu est of the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry

Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty, the writ ten opi nion

es tab lis hed un der Rule 43bis.1 shall, when
not in En glish or in a lan gu a ge ac cep ted by
that Aut ho ri ty, be trans la ted into En glish by
or un der the res pon si bi li ty of the In ter na tio nal 
Bu re au.

(b) The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall trans mit a
copy of the trans la tion to the In ter na tio nal
Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty wit hin two
months from the date of re ce ipt of the re qu est
for trans la tion, and shall at the same time
trans mit a copy to the ap pli cant.

(c) The ap pli cant may make writ ten ob ser va tions
as to the cor rec tness of the trans la tion and
shall send a copy of the ob ser va tions to the
In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty and to the In ter na tio nal Bu re au.

R u l e  6 3

Mi ni mum Re qu i re ments for In ter na tio nal
Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ties

63.1 De fi ni tion of Mi ni mum Re qu i re ments
The mi ni mum re qu i re ments re fer red to in Ar tic le
32(3) shall be the fol lo wing:

(i) and (ii) [No chan ge]
(iii) that Of fi ce or or ga ni za tion must have a

staff which is ca pab le of exa mi ning in the
re qu i red tech ni cal fields and which has
the lan gu a ge fa ci li ties to un der stand at
le ast tho se lan gu a ges in which the
mi ni mum do cu men ta tion re fer red to in
Rule 34 is writ ten or is trans la ted;

(iv) that Of fi ce or or ga ni za tion must hold an
ap po in tment as an In ter na tio nal
Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty.

R u l e  6 6

Pro ce du re Be fo re the In ter na tio nal
Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty

66.1 [No chan ge]
66.1bis Writ ten Opi nion of the In ter na tio nal Se ar ching 
Aut ho ri ty

(a) Sub ject to pa ra graph (b), the writ ten opi nion
es tab lis hed by the In ter na tio nal Se ar ching
Aut ho ri ty un der Rule 43bis.1 shall be
con si de red to be a writ ten opi nion of the
In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty for the pur po ses of Rule 66.2(a).

(b) An In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty may no ti fy the In ter na tio nal Bu re au 
that pa ra graph (a) shall not ap ply to the
pro ce du re be fo re it in res pect of writ ten
opi nions es tab lis hed un der Rule 43bis.l by the 
In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty or
Aut ho ri ties spe ci fied in the no ti fi ca tion,
pro vi ded that such a no ti fi ca tion shall not
ap ply to ca ses whe re the na tio nal Of fi ce or
in ter go ver nmen tal or ga ni za tion that ac ted as
In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty is also
ac ting as In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty. The In ter na tio nal
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Bu re au shall prom ptly pub lish any such
no ti fi ca tion in the Ga zet te.

(c) Whe re the writ ten opi nion es tab lis hed by the
In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty un der Rule
43bis.1 is not, by vir tue of a no ti fi ca tion un der
pa ra graph (b), con si de red to be a writ ten
opi nion of the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty for the pur po ses of Ru le
66.2(a), the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty shall no ti fy the
ap pli cant ac cor din gly in wri ting.

(d) A writ ten opi nion es tab lis hed by the
In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty un der Ru le
43bis.1 which is not, by vir tue of a no ti fi ca tion
un der pa ra graph (b), con si de red to be a w rit ten
opi nion of the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty for the pur po ses of Ru le
66.2(a) shall ne ver the less be ta ken into
ac co unt by the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty in pro ce e ding un der
Rule 66.2(a).

66.2 Writ ten Opi nion of the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry 
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty
(a) to (c) [No chan ge]
(d) The no ti fi ca tion shall fix a time li mit for the

rep ly. The time li mit shall be re a so nab le un der 
the cir cum stan ces. It shall nor mal ly be two
months af ter the date of no ti fi ca tion. In no
case shall it be shor ter than one month af ter
the said date. It shall be at le ast two months
af ter the said date whe re the in ter na tio nal
se arch re port is trans mit ted at the sa me time
as the no ti fi ca tion. It shall, sub ject to
pa ra graph (e), not be more than three months
af ter the said date.

(e) The time li mit for rep ly ing to the no ti fi ca tion
may be ex ten ded if the ap pli cant so re qu ests
be fo re its ex pi ra tion.

66.3 to 66.6 [No chan ge]

66.7 Co py and Trans la tion of Ear lier Ap pli ca tion
Who se Pri o ri ty is Cla i med
(a) If the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning

Aut ho ri ty ne eds a copy of the ear lier
ap pli ca tion who se pri o ri ty is cla i med in the
in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion, the In ter na tio nal
Bu re au shall, on re qu est, prom ptly fur nish
such copy. If that copy is not fur nis hed to the
In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty be ca u se the ap pli cant fa i led to
com ply with the re qu i re ments of Rule 17.1,
and if that ear lier ap pli ca tion was not fi led
with that Aut ho ri ty in its ca pa ci ty as a
na tio nal Of fi ce or the pri o ri ty do cu ment is not
ava i lab le to that Aut ho ri ty from a di gi tal
lib ra ry in ac cor dan ce with the Ad mi nis tra ti ve
In struc tions, the in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry
exa mi na tion re port may be es tab lis hed as if
the pri o ri ty had not been cla i med.

(b) [No chan ge]

66.8 and 66.9 [No chan ge]

R u l e  6 9

Start of and Time Li mit
for In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi na tion

69.1 Start of In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi na tion

(a) Sub ject to pa ra graphs (b) to (e), the
In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty shall start the in ter na tio nal
pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion when it is in
po sses sion of all of the fol lo wing:
(i) the de mand;
(ii) the amo unt due (in full) for the han dling

fee and the pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion fee,
in clu ding, whe re ap pli cab le, the late
pa y ment fee un der Rule 58Bbis.2; and

(iii) eit her the in ter na tio nal se arch re port and
the writ ten opi nion es tab lis hed un der Rule 
43bis.1 or a no ti ce of the dec la ra tion by the 
In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty un der
Ar tic le 17(2)(a) that no in ter na tio nal
se arch re port will be es tab lis hed;

pro vi ded that the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty shall not start the
in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion be fo re the
ex pi ra tion of the ap pli cab le time li mit un der Ru le
54bis.1(a) un less the ap pli cant ex pres sly
re qu ests an ear lier start.

(b) If the na tio nal Of fi ce or in ter go ver nmen tal
or ga ni za tion that acts as In ter na tio nal
Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty also acts as In ter na tio nal
Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty, the
in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion may, if
that na tio nal Of fi ce or in ter go ver nmen tal
or ga ni za tion so wis hes and sub ject to
pa ra graphs (d) and (e), start at the same time
as the in ter na tio nal se arch.

(b-bis) Whe re, in ac cor dan ce with pa ra graph (b),
the na tio nal Of fi ce or in ter go ver nmen tal
or ga ni za tion that acts as both In ter na tio nal
Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty and In ter na tio nal
Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty wis hes to start
the in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion at the
same time as the in ter na tio nal se arch and
con si ders that all of the con di tions re fer red to in
Ar tic le 34(2)(c)(i) to (iii) are ful fil led, that na tio nal
Of fi ce or in ter go ver nmen tal or ga ni za tion need
not, in its ca pa ci ty as In ter na tio nal Se ar ching
Aut ho ri ty, es tab lish a writ ten opi nion un der Rule
43bis.1.

(c) [No chan ge]

(d) Whe re the sta te ment con cer ning amen dments 
con ta ins an in di ca tion that the start of the
in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion is to be
po stpo ned [Rule 53.9(b)], the In ter na tio nal
Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty shall not
start the in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry
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exa mi na tion be fo re whi che ver of the fol lo wing
oc curs first:
(i) it has re ce i ved a copy of any amen dments

made un der Ar tic le 19;
(ii) it has re ce i ved a no ti ce from the ap pli cant

that he does not wish to make
amen dments un der Ar tic le 19; or

(iii) the ex pi ra tion of the ap pli cab le time li mit
un der Rule 54bis.1(a).

(e) [No chan ge]

69.2 Ti me Li mit for In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi na tion
The time li mit for es tab lis hing the in ter na tio nal
pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion re port shall be
whi che ver of the fol lo wing pe riods ex pi res last:

(i) 28 months from the pri o ri ty date; or
(ii) six months from the time pro vi ded un der

Rule 69.1 for the start of the in ter na tio nal
pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion; or

(iii) six months from the date of re ce ipt by the
In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty of the trans la tion fur nis hed
un der Rule 55.2.

R u l e  7 0

In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Re port
on Pa ten ta bi li ty by the In ter na tio nal

Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning Aut ho ri ty
(In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry

Exa mi na tion Re port)

70.1 to 70.14 [No chan ge]

70.15 Form; Tit le
(a) The phy si cal re qu i re ments as to the form of

the re port shall be pre scri bed by the
Ad mi nis tra ti ve In struc tions.

(b) The re port shall bear the tit le “in ter na tio nal
pre li mi na ry re port on pa ten ta bi li ty (Chap ter II
of the Pa tent Co o pe ra tion Tre a ty)” to get her
with an in di ca tion that it is the in ter na tio nal
pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion re port es tab lis hed
by the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty.

70.16 and 70.17 [No chan ge]

R u l e  7 2

Trans la tion of the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi na tion Re port and of the Writ ten Opi nion

of the In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty

72.1 and 72.2 [No chan ge]
72.2bis Trans la tion of the Writ ten Opi nion of the
In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty Es tab lis hed Un der
Rule 43bis. 1
In the case re fer red to in Rule 73.2(b)(ii), the writ ten
opi nion es tab lis hed by the In ter na tio nal Se ar ching
Aut ho ri ty un der Rule 43bis.1 shall, upon re qu est of
the elec ted Of fi ce con cer ned, be trans la ted into En glish 
by or un der the res pon si bi li ty of the In ter na tio nal

Bu re au. The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall trans mit a
copy of the trans la tion to the elec ted Of fi ce con cer ned
wit hin two months from the date of re ce ipt of the
re qu est for trans la tion, and shall at the same time
trans mit a copy to the ap pli cant.

72.3 Ob ser va tions on the Trans la tion
The ap pli cant may make writ ten ob ser va tions as
to the cor rec tness of the trans la tion of the
in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion re port or
of the writ ten opi nion es tab lis hed by the
In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty un der Rule
43bis.l and shall send a copy of the ob ser va tions
to each of the in te re sted elec ted Of fi ces and to the
In ter na tio nal Bu re au.

R u l e  7 3

Com mu ni ca tion of the In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry
Exa mi na tion Re port or the Writ ten Opi nion

of the In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty

73.1 [No chan ge]

73.2 Com mu ni ca tion to Elec ted Of fi ces

(a) The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall ef fect the
com mu ni ca tion pro vi ded for in Ar tic le 36(3)(a)
to each elec ted Of fi ce in ac cor dan ce with Rule
93bis.1 but not be fo re the ex pi ra tion of 30
months from the pri o ri ty date.

(b) Whe re the ap pli cant ma kes an ex press re qu est 
to an elec ted Of fi ce un der Ar tic le 40(2), the
In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall, upon the re qu est
of that Of fi ce or of the ap pli cant,
(i) if the in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry

exa mi na tion re port has al re a dy been
trans mit ted to the In ter na tio nal Bu re au
un der Rule 71.1, prom ptly ef fect the
com mu ni ca tion pro vi ded for in Ar tic le
36(3)(a) to that Of fi ce;

(ii) if the in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry
exa mi na tion re port has not been
trans mit ted to the In ter na tio nal Bu re au
un der Rule 71.1, prom ptly com mu ni ca te a
copy of the writ ten opi nion es tab lis hed by
the In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty
un der Rule 43bis.1 to that Of fi ce.

(c) Whe re the ap pli cant has wit hdrawn the
de mand or any or all elec tions, the
com mu ni ca tion pro vi ded for in pa ra graph (a)
shall ne ver the less be ef fec ted, if the
In ter na tio nal Bu re au has re ce i ved the
in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion re port,
to the elec ted Of fi ce or Of fi ces af fec ted by the
wit hdra wal.

R u l e  7 6

Copy, Trans la tion and Fee
Un der Ar tic le 39(1); Trans la tion

of Pri o ri ty Do cu ment

76.1, 76.2 and 76.3 [Re ma in de le ted]
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76.4 [No chan ge]

76.5 Ap pli ca tion of Ru les 22.1(g), 47.1, 49, 49bis
and 51bis
Ru les 22.1(g), 47.1, 49, 49bis and 51bis shall
ap ply, pro vi ded that:

(i) to (iii) [No chan ge]
(iv) for the pur po ses of Ar tic le 39(1), whe re an

in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion
re port has been es tab lis hed, a trans la tion
of any amen dment un der Ar tic le 19 shall
only be re qu i red if that amen dment is
an ne xed to that re port;

(v) the re fe ren ce in Rule 47.1(a) to Rule 47.4
shall be con stru ed as a re fe ren ce to Ru le
61.2(d).

76.6 [De le ted]

R u l e  7 8

Amen dment of the Cla ims, the Des crip tion,
and the Dra wings, Be fo re Elec ted Of fi ces

78.1 Ti me Li mit
(a) The ap pli cant shall, if he so wis hes, exer ci se the

right un der Ar tic le 41 to amend the cla ims, the
des crip tion and the dra wings, be fo re the elec ted
Of fi ce con cer ned wit hin one month from the
ful fi ll ment of the re qu i re ments un der Ar tic le
39(1)(a), pro vi ded that, if the trans mit tal of the
in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion re port
un der Ar tic le 36(1) has not ta ken pla ce by the
ex pi ra tion of the time li mit ap pli cab le un der
Ar tic le 39, he shall exer ci se the said right not
la ter than four months af ter such ex pi ra tion
date. In eit her case, the ap pli cant may exer ci se
the said right at any la ter time if so per mit ted by
the na tio nal law of the said Sta te.

(b) In any elec ted Sta te in which the na tio nal law
pro vi des that exa mi na tion starts only on
spe cial re qu est, the na tio nal law may pro vi de
that the time li mit wit hin or the time at which
the ap pli cant may exer ci se the right un der
Ar tic le 41 shall be the same as that pro vi ded by
the na tio nal law for the fi ling of amen dments in
the case of the exa mi na tion, on spe cial re qu est, 
of na tio nal ap pli ca tions, pro vi ded that such
time li mit shall not ex pi re pri or to, or such time
shall not come be fo re, the ex pi ra tion of the time 
li mit ap pli cab le un der pa ra graph (a).

78.2 [De le ted]

78.3 [No chan ge]

R u l e  8 9 b i s

Fi ling, Pro ces sing and Com mu ni ca tion
of In ter na tio nal Ap pli ca tions and Ot her

Do cu ments in Elec tro nic Form
or by Elec tro nic Me ans

89bis.1 and 89bis.2 [No chan ge] 

89bis.3 Com mu ni ca tion Bet we en Of fi ces
Whe re the Tre a ty, the se Re gu la tions or the Ad mi nis tra -
ti ve In struc tions pro vi de for the com mu ni ca tion, no ti -
fi ca tion or trans mit tal (“com mu ni ca tion”) of an in ter -
na tio nal ap pli ca tion, no ti fi ca tion, com mu ni ca tion,
cor res pon den ce or ot her do cu ment by one na tio nal Of -
fi ce or in ter go ver nmen tal or ga ni za tion to anot her,
such com mu ni ca tion may, whe re so ag re ed by both the 
sen der and the re ce i ver, be ef fec ted in elec tro nic form
or by elec tro nic me ans.

R u l e  9 0

Agents and Com mon Re pre sen ta ti ves

90.1 [No chan ge]

90.2 Com mon Re pre sen ta ti ve

(a) Whe re the re are two or more ap pli cants and
the ap pli cants have not ap po in ted an agent
re pre sen ting all of them (a “com mon agent”)
un der Rule 90.1(a), one of the ap pli cants who
is en tit led to file an in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion
ac cor ding to Ar tic le 9 and in res pect of whom
all in di ca tions re qu i red un der Rule 4.5(a) have 
been pro vi ded may be ap po in ted by the ot her
ap pli cants as the ir com mon re pre sen ta ti ve.

(b) Whe re the re are two or more ap pli cants and all 
the ap pli cants have not ap po in ted a com mon
agent un der Rule 90.1(a) or a com mon
re pre sen ta ti ve un der pa ra graph (a), the
ap pli cant first na med in the re qu est who is
en tit led ac cor ding to Rule 19.1 to file an
in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion with the re ce i ving
Of fi ce and in res pect of whom all in di ca tions
re qu i red un der Rule 4.5(a) have been pro vi ded 
shall be con si de red to be the com mon
re pre sen ta ti ve of all the ap pli cants.

90.3 [No chan ge]

90.4 Man ner of Ap po in tment of Agent or Com mon
Re pre sen ta ti ve 

(a) to (c) [No chan ge]

(d) Sub ject to pa ra graph (e), any re ce i ving Of fi ce,
any In ter na tio nal Se ar ching Aut ho ri ty, any
In ter na tio nal Pre li mi na ry Exa mi ning
Aut ho ri ty and the In ter na tio nal Bu re au may
wa i ve the re qu i re ment un der pa ra graph (b)
that a se pa ra te po wer of at tor ney be sub mit ted 
to it, in which case pa ra graph (c) shall not
ap ply.

(e) Whe re the agent or the com mon
re pre sen ta ti ve sub mits any no ti ce of
wit hdra wal re fer red to in Ru les 90bis.1 to
90bis.4, the re qu i re ment un der pa ra graph (b)
for a se pa ra te po wer of at tor ney shall not be
wa i ved un der pa ra graph (d).

90.5 and 90.6 [No chan ge]
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R u l e  9 0 b i s

Wit hdra wals

90bis.1 to 90bis.4 [No chan ge]

90bis.5 Sig na tu re
(a) Any no ti ce of wit hdra wal re fer red to in Ru les

90bis.1 to 90bis.4 shall, sub ject to pa ra graph
(b), be sig ned by the ap pli cant or, if the re are
two or more ap pli cants, by all of them. An
ap pli cant who is con si de red to be the com mon
re pre sen ta ti ve un der Rule 90.2(b) shall,
sub ject to pa ra graph (b), not be en tit led to sign 
such a no ti ce on be half of the ot her ap pli cants.

(b) Whe re two or more ap pli cants file an
in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion which de sig na tes a
Sta te who se na tio nal law re qu i res that
na tio nal ap pli ca tions be fi led by the in ven tor
and whe re an ap pli cant for that de sig na ted
Sta te who is an in ven tor co uld not be fo und or
re a ched af ter di li gent ef fort, a no ti ce of
wit hdra wal re fer red to in Ru les 90bis.1 to
90bis.4 need not be sig ned by that ap pli cant
(“the ap pli cant con cer ned”) if it is sig ned by at
le ast one ap pli cant and
(i) and (ii) [No chan ge]

(iii) in the case of a no ti ce of wit hdra wal
re fer red to in Rule 90bis.4(b), the
ap pli cant con cer ned did not sign the
de mand but the re qu i re ments of Rule
53.8(b) were com plied with.

90bis.6 and 90bis.7 [No chan ge]

R u l e  9 2 b i s

Re cor ding of Chan ges in Cer ta in
In di ca tions in the Re qu est or the De mand

92bis.1 Re cor ding of Chan ges by the In ter na tio nal Bu -
re au

(a) [No chan ge]
(b) The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall not re cord the

re qu es ted chan ge if the re qu est for re cor ding
is re ce i ved by it af ter the ex pi ra tion of 30
months from the pri o ri ty date.

R u l e  9 3 b i s

Man ner of Com mu ni ca tion of Do cu ments

93bis.1 Com mu ni ca tion on Re qu est; Com mu ni ca tion
via Di gi tal Lib ra ry

(a) Whe re the Tre a ty, the se Re gu la tions or the
Ad mi nis tra ti ve In struc tions pro vi de for the
com mu ni ca tion, no ti fi ca tion or trans mit tal
(“com mu ni ca tion”) of an in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion, no ti fi ca tion, com mu ni ca tion,
cor res pon den ce or ot her do cu ment
(“do cu ment”) by the In ter na tio nal Bu re au to
any de sig na ted or elec ted Of fi ce, such
com mu ni ca tion shall be ef fec ted only upon
re qu est by the Of fi ce con cer ned and at the

time spe ci fied by that Of fi ce. Such re qu est
may be made in re la tion to in di vi du al ly
spe ci fied do cu ments or a spe ci fied class or
clas ses of do cu ments.

(b) A com mu ni ca tion un der pa ra graph (a) shall,
whe re so ag re ed by the In ter na tio nal Bu re au
and the de sig na ted or elec ted Of fi ce
con cer ned, be con si de red to be ef fec ted at the
ti me when the In ter na tio nal Bu re au ma kes
the do cu ment ava i lab le to that Of fi ce in
elec tro nic form in a di gi tal lib ra ry, in
ac cor dan ce with the Ad mi nis tra ti ve
In struc tions, from which that Of fi ce is en tit led 
to ret rie ve that do cu ment.

R u l e  9 4

Ac cess to Fi les

94.1 Ac cess to the File Held by the In ter na tio nal
Bu re au
(a) [No chan ge]
(b) The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall, at the re qu est

of any per son but not be fo re the in ter na tio nal
pub li ca tion of the in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion
and sub ject to Ar tic le 38 and Ru le 44ter.1,
fur nish, sub ject to the re im bur se ment of the
cost of the ser vi ce, co pies of any do cu ment
con ta i ned in its file.

(c) The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall, if so
re qu es ted by an elec ted Of fi ce, fur nish co pies
of the in ter na tio nal pre li mi na ry exa mi na tion
re port un der pa ra graph (b) on be half of that
Of fi ce. The In ter na tio nal Bu re au shall
prom ptly pub lish de tails of any such re qu est
in the Ga zet te.

94.2 and 94.3 [No chan ge]

SCHE DU LE OF FE ES

Fees Amo unts
1. In ter na tio nal Fi ling Fee: 650 Swiss francs plus
    (Rule 15.2) 15 Swiss francs for

each she et of the
in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tion in ex cess of
30 she ets

2. Han dling Fee: 233 Swiss francs
    (Rule 57.2)

Re duc tions

3. The in ter na tio nal fi ling fee is re du ced by 200 Swiss
francs if the in ter na tio nal ap pli ca tion is, in
ac cor dan ce with and to the ex tent pro vi ded for in the 
Ad mi nis tra ti ve In struc tions, fi led:
(a) on pa per to get her with a copy the re of in

elec tro nic form; or
(b) in elec tro nic form.
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4. All fees pa y ab le (whe re ap pli cab le, as re du ced un der 
item 3) are re du ced by 75 % for in ter na tio nal
ap pli ca tions fi led by any ap pli cant who is a na tu ral
per son and who is a na tio nal of and re si des in a
Sta te who se per ca pi ta na tio nal in co me is be low
US$3,000 (ac cor ding to the ave ra ge per ca pi ta

na tio nal in co me fi gu res used by the Uni ted Na tions
for de ter mi ning its sca le of as ses sments for the
con tri bu tions pa y ab le for the ye ars 1995, 1996 and
1997); if the re are se ve ral ap pli cants, each must
sa tis fy tho se cri te ria.
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