
PRO TO  COL  NO .  2  
to the Eu ro pe an Con ven tion for the Pre ven tion of Tor tu re 

and In hu man or De gra ding Tre at ment or Pu nis hment

The Sta tes, sig na to ries to this Pro to col to the
European Convention for the Prevention of  Torture
and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,
sig ned at Stras bo urg on 26 No vem ber 1987
(he re i naf ter re fer red to as “the Con ven tion”),

Con vin ced of the ad vi si bi li ty of enab ling mem bers of
the Eu ro pe an Com mit tee for the Pre ven tion of Tor tu re
and In hu man and De gra ding Tre at ment (he re i naf ter
re fer red to as “the Com mit tee”) to be re-elected twi ce;

Also con si de ring the need to gu a ran tee an or der ly
re ne wal of the mem ber ship of the Com mit tee,

Have ag re ed as fol lows:

Ar tic le 1

1. In Ar tic le 5, pa ra graph 3, the se cond sen ten ce
shall read as fol lows:

“They may be re-elected twi ce.” 

2. Ar tic le 5 of the Con ven tion shall be sup ple men ted
by the fol lo wing pa ra graphs 4 and 5:

“4. In or der to en su re that, as far as po ssib le, one half 
of the mem ber ship of the Com mit tee shall be re ne wed
eve ry two ye ars, the Com mit tee of Mi nis ters may
de ci de, be fo re pro ce e ding to any sub se qu ent elec tion,
that the term or terms of of fi ce of one or more mem bers
to be elec ted shall be for a pe riod ot her than four ye ars
but not more than six and not less than two ye ars. 

5. In ca ses whe re more than one term of of fi ce is
in vol ved and the Com mit tee of Mi nis ters ap plies the
pre ce ding pa ra graph, the al lo ca tion of the terms of
of fi ce shall be ef fec ted by the dra wing of lots by the
Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral, im me dia te ly af ter the elec tion." 

Ar tic le 2

1. This Pro to col shall be open for sig na tu re by Sta tes
sig na to ries to the Con ven tion or ac ce ding the re to,
which may ex press the ir con sent to be bo und by: 

a. sig na tu re wit ho ut re ser va tion as to ra ti fi ca tion,
ac cep tan ce or ap pro val; or 

b. sig na tu re sub ject to ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce or
ap pro val, fol lo wed by ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce or
ap pro val. 

2. In stru ments of ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce or ap pro val
shall be de po si ted with the Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral of the
Co un cil of Eu ro pe. 

Ar tic le 3

This Pro to col shall en ter into for ce on the first day of
the month fol lo wing the ex pi ra tion of a pe riod of three
months af ter the date on which all Par ties to the
Con ven tion have ex pres sed the ir con sent to be bo und
by the Pro to col, in ac cor dan ce with the pro vi sions of
Ar tic le 2.

Ar tic le 4

The Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe shall
no ti fy the mem ber Sta tes of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe and
non-member Sta tes Par ties to the Con ven tion of: 
a. any sig na tu re; 
b. the de po sit of any in stru ment of ra ti fi ca tion,

ac cep tan ce or ap pro val; 
c. the date of any en try into for ce of this Pro to col, in

ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 3; 
d. any ot her act, no ti fi ca tion or com mu ni ca tion

re la ting to this Pro to col. 

In wit ness whe re of, the un der sig ned, be ing duly
aut ho ri sed the re to, have sig ned this Pro to col.

Done at Stras bo urg, this 4th day of No vem ber 1993,
in En glish and French, both texts be ing equ al ly
aut hen tic, in a sing le copy which shall be de po si ted in
the ar chi ves of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe. The Sec re ta ry
Ge ne ral of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe shall trans mit
cer ti fied co pies to each mem ber Sta te of the Co un cil of
Eu ro pe.
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