
PRO TO  COL

ON THE STA TUS OF IN TER NA TIO NAL MI LI TA RY HE AD QU AR TERS
SET UP PUR SU ANT TO THE NORTH AT LAN TIC TRE A TY

The Par ties to the North At lan tic Tre a ty sig ned in
Wash ing ton on 4th Ap ril, 1949, 

Con si de ring that in ter na tio nal mi li ta ry He ad qu ar -
ters may be es tab lis hed in the ir ter ri to ries, by se pa ra te
ar ran ge ment, un der the North At lan tic Tre a ty, and 

De si ring to de fi ne the sta tus of such He ad qu ar ters
and of the per son nel the re of wit hin the North At lan tic
Tre a ty area, 

Have ag re ed to the pre sent Pro to col to the Ag re e ment 
sig ned in Lon don on 19th June, 1951, re gar ding the
Sta tus of the ir For ces:

Ar tic le 1

In the pre sent Pro to col the ex pres sion
(a) ”the Ag re e ment“ me ans the Ag re e ment sig ned in

Lon don on 19th June, 1951, by the Par ties to the
North At lan tic Tre a ty re gar ding the Sta tus of the ir
For ces;

(b) ”Sup re me He ad qu ar ters“ me ans Sup re me  Head -
quarters Al lied Po wers in Eu ro pe, He ad qu ar ters of
the Sup re me Al lied Com man der At lan tic and any
equ i va lent in ter na tio nal mi li ta ry He ad qu ar ters set
up pur su ant to the North At lan tic Tre a ty;

(c) ”Al lied He ad qu ar ters“ me ans any Sup re me He ad -
qu ar ters and any in ter na tio nal mi li ta ry He ad qu ar -
ters set up pur su ant to the North At lan tic Tre a ty
which is im me dia te ly sub or di na te to a Sup re me
He ad qu ar ters;

(d) ”North At lan tic Co un cil“ me ans the Co un cil es tab -
lis hed by Ar tic le 9 of the North At lan tic Tre a ty or
any of its sub si dia ry bo dies aut ho ri sed to act on its
be half.

Ar tic le 2

Sub ject to the fol lo wing pro vi sions of this Pro to col,
the Ag re e ment shall ap ply to Al lied He ad qu ar ters in
the ter ri to ry of a Par ty to the pre sent Pro to col in the
North At lan tic Tre a ty area, and to the mi li ta ry and ci vi -
lian per son nel of such He ad qu ar ters and the ir de pen -
dents in clu ded in the de fi ni tions in sub-paragraphs
(a), (b) and (c) of pa ra graph 1 of Ar tic le 3 of this Pro to -
col, when such per son nel are pre sent in any such ter ri -
to ry in con nec tion with the ir of fi cial du ties or, in the
case of de pen dents, the of fi cial du ties of the ir spo u se or 
pa rent.

Ar tic le 3

1. For the pur po se of ap ply ing the Ag re e ment to an
Al lied He ad qu ar ters the ex pres sions ”for ce“, ”ci vi lian
com po nent“ and ”de pen dent“, whe re ver they oc cur in
the Ag re e ment, shall have the me a nings set out be low:
(a) ”for ce“ me ans the per son nel at ta ched to the Al lied

He ad qu ar ters who be long to the land, sea or air ar -
med ser vi ces of any Par ty to the North At lan tic
 Treaty;

(b) ”ci vi lian com po nent“ me ans ci vi lian per son nel who
are not sta te less per sons, nor na tio nals of any Sta -
te which is not a Par ty to the Tre a ty, nor na tio nals
of, nor or di na ri ly re si dent in the re ce i ving Sta te,
and who are (i) at ta ched to the Al lied He ad qu ar ters
and in the em ploy of an ar med ser vi ce of a Par ty to
the North At lan tic Tre a ty or (ii) in such ca te go ries of 
ci vi lian per son nel in the em ploy of the Al lied He ad -
qu ar ters as the North At lan tic Co un cil shall de ci de;

(c) ”de pen dent“ me ans the spo u se of a mem ber of a for ce
or ci vi lian com po nent, as de fi ned in sub-paragraphs
(a) and (b) of this pa ra graph, or a child of such
mem ber de pen ding on him or her for sup port.

2. An Al lied He ad qu ar ters shall be con si de red to be
a for ce for the pur po ses of Ar tic le II, pa ra graph 2 of Ar -
tic le V, pa ra graph 10 of Ar tic le VII, pa ra graphs 2, 3, 4,
7 and 8 of Ar tic le IX, and Ar tic le XIII, of the Ag re e ment.

Ar tic le 4

The rights and ob li ga tions which the Ag re e ment gi -
ves to or im po ses upon the sen ding Sta te or its aut ho ri -
ties in res pect of its for ces or the ir ci vi lian com po nents
or de pen dents shall, in res pect of an Al lied He ad qu ar -
ters and its per son nel and the ir de pen dents to whom
the Ag re e ment ap plies in ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 2 of
the pre sent Pro to col, be ves ted in or at ta ched to the
 appropriate Sup re me He ad qu ar ters and the aut ho ri -
ties res pon sib le un der it, ex cept that:
(a) the right which is gi ven by Ar tic le VII of the  Ag -

reement to the mi li ta ry aut ho ri ties of the sen ding
Sta te to exer ci se cri mi nal and dis cip li na ry ju ris dic -
tion shall be ves ted in the mi li ta ry aut ho ri ties of the 
Sta te, if any, to who se mi li ta ry law the per son con -
cer ned is sub ject;

(b) the ob li ga tions im po sed upon the sen ding Sta te or
its aut ho ri ties by Ar tic le II, pa ra graph 4 of Ar tic -
le III, pa ra graph 5 (a) and 6 (a) of Ar tic le VII, pa ra -
graphs 9 and 10 of Ar tic le VIII, and Ar tic le XIII, of
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the Ag re e ment, shall at tach both to the Al lied He ad -
qu ar ters and to any Sta te who se ar med ser vi ce, or
any mem ber or em plo y ee of who se ar med ser vi ce,
or the de pen dent of such mem ber or em plo y ee, is
con cer ned;

(c) for the pur po ses of pa ra graphs 2 (a) and 5 of Ar tic le
III, and Ar tic le XIV, of the Ag re e ment, the sen ding
Sta te shall be, in the case of mem bers of a for ce and
the ir de pen dents, the Sta te to who se ar med ser vi ce
the mem ber be longs, or, in the case of mem bers of
a ci vi lian com po nent and the ir de pen dents, the
Sta te, if any, by who se ar med ser vi ce the mem ber is 
em plo y ed;

(d) the ob li ga tions im po sed on the sen ding Sta te by vir -
tue of pa ra graphs 6 and 7 of Ar tic le VIII of the  Ag ree -
ment shall at tach to the Sta te to who se ar med ser -
vi ce the per son be longs who se act or omis sion has
gi ven rise to the cla im or, in the case of a mem ber of
a ci vi lian com po nent, to the Sta te by who se ar med
ser vi ce he is em plo y ed or, if the re is no such Sta te,
to the Al lied He ad qu ar ters of which the per son con -
cer ned is a mem ber.

Both the Sta te, if any, to which ob li ga tions at tach
un der this pa ra graph and the Al lied He ad qu ar ters con -
cer ned shall have the rights of the sen ding Sta te in con -
nec tion with the ap po in tment of an ar bit ra tor un der
pa ra graph 8 of Ar tic le VIII.

Ar tic le 5

Eve ry mem ber of an Al lied He ad qu ar ters shall have
a per so nal iden ti ty card is su ed by the He ad qu ar ters
sho wing na mes, date and pla ce of birth, na tio na li ty,
rank or gra de, num ber (if any), pho tog raph and pe riod
of va li di ty. This card must be pre sen ted on de mand.

Ar tic le 6

1. The ob li ga tions to wa i ve cla ims im po sed on the
Con trac ting Par ties by Ar tic le VIII of the Ag re e ment
shall at tach both to the Al lied He ad qu ar ters and to any
Par ty to this Pro to col con cer ned. 

2. For the pur po ses of pa ra graphs 1 and 2 of Ar tic le
VIII of the Ag re e ment,
(a) pro per ty ow ned by an Al lied He ad qu ar ters or by

a Par ty to this Pro to col and used by an Al lied He ad -
qu ar ters shall be de e med to be pro per ty ow ned by
a Con trac ting Par ty and used by its ar med ser vi ces;

(b) da ma ge ca u sed by a mem ber of a for ce or ci vi lian
com po nent as de fi ned in pa ra graph 1 of Ar tic le 3 of
this Pro to col or by any ot her em plo y ee of an Al lied
He ad qu ar ters shall be de e med to be da ma ge ca u -
sed by a mem ber or em plo y ee of the ar med ser vi ces
of a Con trac ting Par ty;

(c) the de fi ni tion of the ex pres sion ”ow ned by a Con -
trac ting Par ty“ in pa ra graph 3 of Ar tic le VIII shall
ap ply in res pect of an Al lied He ad qu ar ters.

3. The cla ims to which pa ra graph 5 of Ar tic le VIII of
the Ag re e ment ap plies shall in clu de cla ims (ot her than
con trac tu al cla ims and cla ims to which pa ra graphs 6

or 7 of that Ar tic le ap ply) ari sing out of acts or omis -
sions of any em plo y e es of an Al lied He ad qu ar ters, or
out of any ot her act, omis sion or oc cur ren ce for which
an Al lied He ad qu ar ters is le gal ly res pon sib le, and ca u -
sing da ma ge in the ter ri to ry of a re ce i ving Sta te to third
par ties, ot her than any of the Par ties to this Pro to col.

Ar tic le 7

1. The exem ption from ta xa tion ac cor ded un der Ar -
tic le X of the Ag re e ment to mem bers of a for ce or ci vi -
lian com po nent in res pect of the ir sa la ries and emo lu -
ments shall ap ply, as re gards per son nel of an Al lied
He ad qu ar ters wit hin the de fi ni tions in pa ra graph 1 (a)
and (b) (i) of Ar tic le III of this Pro to col, to sa la ries and
emo lu ments paid to them as such per son nel by the
 armed ser vi ce to which they be long or by which they
are em plo y ed, ex cept that this pa ra graph shall not
exempt any such mem ber or em plo y ee from ta xa tion
im po sed by a Sta te of which he is a na tio nal. 

2. Em plo y e es of an Al lied He ad qu ar ters of ca te go ries
ag re ed by the North At lan tic Co un cil, shall be  exempted
from ta xa tion on the sa la ries and emo lu ments paid to
them by the Al lied He ad qu ar ters in the ir ca pa ci ty as
such  employees. Any Par ty to the pre sent Pro to col
may, ho we ver, con clu de an ar ran ge ment with the
 Allied He ad qu ar ters whe re by such Par ty will  employ
and as sign to the Al lied He ad qu ar ters all of its na tio -
nals (ex cept, if such Par ty so de si res, any not or di na ri ly 
re si dent  within its ter ri to ry) who are to ser ve on the
staff of the Al lied He ad qu ar ters and pay the sa la ries
and emo lu ments of such per sons from its own funds,
at a sca le fi xed by it. The sa la ries and emo lu ments so
paid may be ta xed by the Par ty con cer ned but shall be
exem pted from ta xa tion by any ot her Par ty. If such an
ar ran ge ment is en te red into by any Par ty to the pre sent 
Pro to col and is sub se qu en tly mo di fied or ter mi na ted,
Par ties to the pre sent Pro to col shall no lon ger be bo und 
un der the first sen ten ce of this pa ra graph to exempt
from ta xa tion the sa la ries and emo lu ments paid to
 their na tio nals.

Article 8

1. For the pur po se of fa ci li ta ting the es tab lis hment,
con struc tion, ma in te nan ce and ope ra tion of Al lied
 Headquarters, the se He ad qu ar ters shall be re lie ved, so 
far as prac ti cab le, from du ties and ta xes, af fec ting ex -
pen di tu res by them in the in te re st of com mon de fen se
and for the ir of fi cial and ex clu si ve be ne fit, and each
Par ty to the pre sent Pro to col shall en ter into ne go tia -
tions with any Al lied He ad qu ar ters ope ra ting in its ter -
ri to ry for the pur po se of con clu ding an ag re e ment to
give ef fect to this pro vi sion.

2. An Al lied He ad qu ar ters shall have the rights gran -
ted to a for ce un der Ar tic le XI of the Ag re e ment sub ject
to the same con di tions.

3. The pro vi sions in pa ra graphs 5 and 6 of Ar tic le XI
of the Ag re e ment shall not ap ply to na tio nals of the re -
ce i ving Sta tes, un less such na tio nals be long to the
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 armed ser vi ces of a Par ty to this Pro to col ot her than the 
re ce i ving Sta te.

4. The ex pres sion ”du ties and ta xes“ in this Ar tic le
does not in clu de char ges for ser vi ces ren de red. 

Ar tic le 9

Ex cept in so far as the North At lan tic Co un cil may
de ci de ot her wi se,
(a) any as sets ac qu i red from the in ter na tio nal funds of 

an Al lied He ad qu ar ters un der its ca pi tal bud get
and no lon ger re qu i red by the He ad qu ar ters shall
be dis po sed of un der ar ran ge ments ap pro ved by
the North At lan tic Co un cil and the pro ce eds shall
be dis tri bu ted among or cre di ted to the Par ties to
the North At lan tic Tre a ty in the pro por tions in
which they have con tri bu ted to the ca pi tal costs of
the He ad qu ar ters. The re ce i ving Sta te shall have
the pri or right to ac qu i re any im mo vab le pro per ty
so dis po sed of in its ter ri to ry pro vi ded that it of fers
terms no less fa vo u rab le than tho se of fe red by any
third par ty;

(b) any land, bu il dings or fi xed in stal la tions pro vi ded
for the use of an Al lied He ad qu ar ters by the re ce i -
ving Sta te wit ho ut char ge to the He ad qu ar ters
( other than a no mi nal char ge) and no lon ger re qu i -
red by the He ad qu ar ters shall be han ded back to
the re ce i ving Sta te, and any in cre a se or loss in the
va lue of the pro per ty pro vi ded by the re ce i ving Sta -
te re sul ting from its use by the He ad qu ar ters shall
be de ter mi ned by the North At lan tic Co un cil
 ( taking into con si de ra tion any ap pli cab le law of the
re ce i ving Sta te) and dis tri bu ted among or cre di ted
or de bi ted to the Par ties to the North At lan tic Tre a ty 
in the pro por tions in which they have con tri bu ted
to the ca pi tal costs of the He ad qu ar ters.

Ar tic le 10

Each Sup re me He ad qu ar ters shall po ssess ju ri di cal
per so na li ty; it shall have the ca pa ci ty to con clu de con -
tracts and to ac qu i re and dis po se of pro per ty. The  re -
ceiving Sta te may, ho we ver, make the exer ci se of such
ca pa ci ty sub ject to spe cial ar ran ge ments bet we en it
and the Sup re me He ad qu ar ters or any sub or di na te
 Allied He ad qu ar ters ac ting on be half of the Sup re me
 Headquarters.

Ar tic le 11

1. Sub ject to the pro vi sions of Ar tic le VIII of the  Agree -
ment, a Sup re me He ad qu ar ters may en ga ge in le gal
pro ce e dings as cla i mant or de fen dant. Ho we ver, the re -
ce i ving Sta te and the Sup re me He ad qu ar ters or any
sub or di na te Al lied He ad qu ar ters aut ho ri zed by it may
ag ree that the re ce i ving Sta te shall act on be half of the
Sup re me He ad qu ar ters in any le gal pro ce e dings to
which that He ad qu ar ters is a par ty be fo re the co urts of
the re ce i ving Sta te.

2. No me a su re of exe cu tion or me a su re di rec ted to

the se i zu re or at tach ment of its pro per ty or funds shall
be ta ken aga inst any Al lied He ad qu ar ters, ex cept for
the pur po ses of pa ra graph 6 (a) of Ar tic le VII and  Arti -
cle XIII of the Ag re e ment.

Ar tic le 12

1. To enab le it to ope ra te its in ter na tio nal bud get, an
Al lied He ad qu ar ters may hold cur ren cy of any kind and 
ope ra te ac co unts in any cur ren cy.

2. The Par ties to the pre sent Pro to col shall, at the re -
qu est of an Al lied He ad qu ar ters, fa ci li ta te trans fers of
the funds of such He ad qu ar ters from one co un try to
anot her and the con ver sion of any cur ren cy held by an
Al lied He ad qu ar ters into any ot her cur ren cy, when ne -
ces sa ry to meet the re qu i re ments of any Al lied  Head -
quarters.

Ar tic le 13

The ar chi ves and ot her of fi cial do cu ments of an Al -
lied He ad qu ar ters kept in pre mi ses used by tho se
 Headquarters or in the po sses sion of any pro per ly
 authorized mem ber of the He ad qu ar ters shall be in vio -
lab le, un less the He ad qu ar ters has wa i ved this im mu -
ni ty. The He ad qu ar ters shall, at the re qu est of the  re -
ceiving Sta te and in the pre sen ce of a re pre sen ta ti ve of
that Sta te, ve ri fy the na tu re of any do cu ments to con -
firm that they are en tit led to im mu ni ty un der this Ar -
tic le.

Ar tic le 14

1. The who le or any part of the pre sent Pro to col or of
the Ag re e ment may be ap plied, by de ci sion of the North
At lan tic Co un cil, to any in ter na tio nal mi li ta ry  Head -
quarters or or ga ni sa tion (not in clu ded in the de fi ni -
tions in pa ra graphs (b) and (c) of Ar tic le 1 of this Pro to -
col] which is es tab lis hed pur su ant to the North At lan tic 
Tre a ty.

2. When the Eu ro pe an De fen ce Com mu ni ty co mes
into be ing, the pre sent Pro to col may be ap plied to the
per son nel of the Eu ro pe an De fen ce For ces at ta ched to
an Al lied He ad qu ar ters and the ir de pen dents at such
time and in such man ner as may be de ter mi ned by the
North At lan tic Co un cil. 

Ar tic le 15

All dif fe ren ces bet we en the Par ties to the pre sent
Pro to col or bet we en any such Par ties and any Al lied
He ad qu ar ters re la ting to the in ter pre ta tion or ap pli ca -
tion of the Pro to col shall be set tled by ne go tia tion  be -
tween the par ties in dis pu te wit ho ut re co ur se to any
out si de ju ris dic tion. Ex cept whe re ex press pro vi sion is
made to the con tra ry in the pre sent Pro to col or in the
Ag re e ment, dif fe ren ces which can not be set tled by di -
rect ne go tia tion shall be re fer red to the North At lan tic
Co un cil.
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Ar tic le 16

1. Ar tic les XV and XVII to XX of the Ag re e ment shall
ap ply as re gards the pre sent Pro to col as if they were an
in teg ral part the re of, but so that the Pro to col may be
re vie wed, sus pen ded, ra ti fied, ac ce ded to, de no un ced
or ex ten ded in ac cor dan ce with tho se pro vi sions in de -
pen den tly from the Ag re e ment. 

2. The pre sent Pro to col may be sup ple men ted by bi -
la te ral ag re e ment  between the re ce i ving Sta te and
a Sup re me He ad qu ar ters, and the aut ho ri ties of a re ce -
i ving Sta te and a Sup re me He ad qu ar ters may ag ree to

give ef fect, by ad mi nis tra ti ve me ans in ad van ce of ra ti -
fi ca tion, to any pro vi sions of this Pro to col or of the Ag -
re e ment as ap plied by it.

In wit ness whe re of the un der sig ned Ple ni po ten tia -
ries have sig ned the pre sent Pro to col. 

Done in Pa ris this 28th day of Au gust 1952, in the
En glish and French lan gu a ges, both texts be ing equ al -
ly aut ho ri ta ti ve, in a sing le ori gi nal which shall be de -
po si ted in the ar chi ves of the Go ver nment of the Uni ted
Sta tes of Ame ri ca. The Go ver nment of the Uni ted Sta -
tes of Ame ri ca shall trans mit cer ti fied co pies the re of to
all the sig na to ry and ac ce ding Sta tes.
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