
CAR TA GE NA PRO TO COL ON BIO SA FE TY TO THE CON VEN TION
ON BIO LO GI CAL DI VER SI TY

The Par ties to this Pro to col,

Be ing Par ties to the Con ven tion on Bio lo gi cal
Di ver si ty, he re i naf ter re fer red to as “the Con ven tion“,

Re cal ling Ar tic le 19, pa ra graphs 3 and 4, and Ar tic les 
8 (g) and 17 of the Con ven tion,

Re cal ling also de ci sion II/5 of 17 No vem ber 1995 of
the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties to the Con ven tion to
de ve lop a Pro to col on bio sa fe ty, spe ci fi cal ly fo cu sing on 
trans bo un da ry mo ve ment of any li ving mo di fied
or ga nism re sul ting from mo dern bio tech no lo gy that
may have ad ver se ef fect on the con ser va tion and
sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal di ver si ty, set ting out for
con si de ra tion, in par ti cu lar, ap prop ria te pro ce du res
for ad van ce in for med ag re e ment,

Re af fir ming the pre ca u tio na ry ap pro ach con ta i ned
in Prin cip le 15 of the Rio Dec la ra tion on En vi ron ment
and De ve lop ment,

Awa re of the ra pid ex pan sion of mo dern
bio tech no lo gy and the gro wing pub lic con cern over its
po ten tial ad ver se ef fects on bio lo gi cal di ver si ty, ta king
also into ac co unt risks to hu man he alth,

Re cog ni zing that mo dern bio tech no lo gy has gre at
po ten tial for hu man well-being if de ve lo ped and used
with ade qu a te sa fe ty me a su res for the en vi ron ment
and hu man he alth,

Re cog ni zing also the cru cial im por tan ce to
hu man kind of cen tres of ori gin and cen tres of ge ne tic
di ver si ty,

Ta king into ac co unt the li mi ted ca pa bi li ties of many
co un tries, par ti cu lar ly de ve lo ping co un tries, to cope
with the na tu re and sca le of known and po ten tial risks
as so cia ted with li ving mo di fied or ga nisms,

Re cog ni zing that tra de and en vi ron ment ag re e ments
sho uld be mu tu al ly sup por ti ve with a view to achie ving
sus ta i nab le de ve lop ment,

 Em pha si zing that this Pro to col shall not be
in ter pre ted as im ply ing a chan ge in the rights and
ob li ga tions of a Par ty un der any exis ting in ter na tio nal
ag re e ments, 

Un der stan ding that the abo ve re ci tal is not in ten ded
to sub or di na te this Pro to col to ot her in ter na tio nal
ag re e ments,

Have ag re ed as fol lows: 

Ar tic le 1

Ob jec ti ve

In ac cor dan ce with the pre ca u tio na ry ap pro ach
con ta i ned in Prin cip le 15 of the Rio Dec la ra tion on
En vi ron ment and De ve lop ment, the ob jec ti ve of this
Pro to col is to con tri bu te to en su ring an ade qu a te le vel
of pro tec tion in the field of the safe trans fer, han dling
and use of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms re sul ting from
mo dern bio tech no lo gy that may have ad ver se ef fects on 
the con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal
di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt risks to hu man
he alth, and spe ci fi cal ly fo cu sing on trans bo un da ry
mo ve ments. 

Ar tic le 2

Ge ne ral pro vi sions

1. Each Par ty shall take ne ces sa ry and ap prop ria te
le gal, ad mi nis tra ti ve and ot her me a su res to im ple ment
its ob li ga tions un der this Pro to col.

2. The Par ties shall en su re that the de ve lop ment,
han dling, trans port, use, trans fer and re le a se of any
li ving mo di fied or ga nisms are un der ta ken in a man ner
that pre vents or re du ces the risks to bio lo gi cal
di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt risks to hu man
he alth.

3. Not hing in this Pro to col shall af fect in any way the
so ve re ig nty of Sta tes over the ir ter ri to rial sea
es tab lis hed in ac cor dan ce with in ter na tio nal law, and
the so ve re ign rights and the ju ris dic tion which Sta tes
have in the ir ex clu si ve eco no mic zo nes and the ir
con ti nen tal shel ves in ac cor dan ce with in ter na tio nal
law, and the exer ci se by ships and air craft of all Sta tes
of na vi ga tio nal rights and fre e doms as pro vi ded for in
in ter na tio nal law and as ref lec ted in re le vant
in ter na tio nal in stru ments.

4. Not hing in this Pro to col shall be in ter pre ted as
res tric ting the right of a Par ty to take ac tion that is
more pro tec ti ve of the con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le
use of bio lo gi cal di ver si ty than that cal led for in this
Pro to col, pro vi ded that such ac tion is con sis tent with
the ob jec ti ve and the pro vi sions of this Pro to col and is
in ac cor dan ce with that Party's ot her ob li ga tions un der
in ter na tio nal law.

5. The Par ties are en co u ra ged to take into ac co unt,
as ap prop ria te, ava i lab le ex per ti se, in stru ments and
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work un der ta ken in in ter na tio nal fo rums with
com pe ten ce in the area of risks to hu man he alth.

Ar tic le 3

Use of terms

For the pur po ses of this Pro to col: 
(a) “Con fe ren ce of the Par ties“ me ans the Con fe ren ce

of the Par ties to the Con ven tion; 
(b)“Con ta i ned use“ me ans any ope ra tion, un der ta ken 

wit hin a fa ci li ty, in stal la tion or ot her phy si cal
struc tu re, which in vol ves li ving mo di fied or ga nisms
that are con trol led by spe ci fic me a su res that
ef fec ti ve ly li mit the ir con tact with, and the ir im pact
on, the ex ter nal en vi ron ment;

(c) “Ex port“ me ans in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry
mo ve ment from one Par ty to anot her Par ty;

(d)“Ex por ter“ me ans any le gal or na tu ral per son, un der 
the ju ris dic tion of the Par ty of ex port, who ar ran ges
for a li ving mo di fied or ga nism to be ex por ted;

(e) “Im port“ me ans in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry
mo ve ment into one Par ty from anot her Par ty;

 (f) “Im por ter“ me ans any le gal or na tu ral per son, un der 
the ju ris dic tion of the Par ty of im port, who ar ran ges
for a li ving mo di fied or ga nism to be im por ted;

(g) “Li ving mo di fied or ga nism“ me ans any li ving
or ga nism that po sses ses a no vel com bi na tion of
ge ne tic ma te rial ob ta i ned thro ugh the use of mo dern 
bio tech no lo gy;

(h)“Li ving or ga nism“ me ans any bio lo gi cal en ti ty
ca pab le of trans fer ring or rep li ca ting ge ne tic
ma te rial, in clu ding ste ri le or ga nisms, vi ru ses and
vi ro ids;

(i)“Mo dern bio tech no lo gy“ me ans the ap pli ca tion of: 
a. In vit ro nuc le ic acid tech ni qu es, in clu ding

re com bi nant de o xy ri bo nuc le ic acid (DNA) and
di rect in jec tion of nuc le ic acid into ce lls or
or ga nel les, or 

b. Fu sion of ce lls be y ond the ta xo no mic fa mi ly,
that over co me na tu ral phy sio lo gi cal rep ro duc ti ve or
re com bi na tion bar riers and that are not tech ni qu es
used in tra di tio nal bre e ding and se lec tion;

(j) “Re gio nal eco no mic in teg ra tion or ga ni za tion“ me ans 
an or ga ni za tion con sti tu ted by so ve re ign Sta tes of
a gi ven re gion, to which its mem ber Sta tes have
trans fer red com pe ten ce in res pect of mat ters
go ver ned by this Pro to col and which has been duly
aut ho ri zed, in ac cor dan ce with its in ter nal
pro ce du res, to sign, ra ti fy, ac cept, ap pro ve or ac ce de 
to it;

(k)“Trans bo un da ry mo ve ment“ me ans the mo ve ment
of a li ving mo di fied or ga nism from one Par ty to
anot her Par ty, save that for the pur po ses of Ar tic les
17 and 24 trans bo un da ry mo ve ment ex tends to
mo ve ment bet we en Par ties and non-Parties. 

Ar tic le 4

Sco pe

This Pro to col shall ap ply to the trans bo un da ry
mo ve ment, trans it, han dling and use of all li ving
mo di fied or ga nisms that may have ad ver se ef fects on

the con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal
di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt risks to hu man
he alth.

Ar tic le 5

Phar ma ce u ti cals

Not wit hstan ding Ar tic le 4 and wit ho ut pre ju di ce to
any right of a Par ty to sub ject all li ving mo di fied
or ga nisms to risk as ses sment pri or to the ma king of
de ci sions on im port, this Pro to col shall not ap ply to the
trans bo un da ry mo ve ment of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms
which are phar ma ce u ti cals for hu mans that are
ad dres sed by ot her re le vant in ter na tio nal ag re e ments
or or ga ni sa tions.

Ar tic le 6

Trans it and con ta i ned use

1. Not wit hstan ding Ar tic le 4 and wit ho ut pre ju di ce to 
any right of a Par ty of trans it to re gu la te the trans port
of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms thro ugh its ter ri to ry and
make ava i lab le to the Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House, any
de ci sion of that Par ty, sub ject to Ar tic le 2, pa ra graph 3, 
re gar ding the trans it thro ugh its ter ri to ry of a spe ci fic
li ving mo di fied or ga nism, the pro vi sions of this
Pro to col with res pect to the ad van ce in for med
ag re e ment pro ce du re shall not ap ply to li ving mo di fied
or ga nisms in trans it.

2. Not wit hstan ding Ar tic le 4 and wit ho ut pre ju di ce to 
any right of a Par ty to sub ject all li ving mo di fied
or ga nisms to risk as ses sment pri or to de ci sions on
im port and to set stan dards for con ta i ned use wit hin its 
ju ris dic tion, the pro vi sions of this Pro to col with res pect 
to the ad van ce in for med ag re e ment pro ce du re shall not 
ap ply to the trans bo un da ry mo ve ment of li ving
mo di fied or ga nisms des ti ned for con ta i ned use
un der ta ken in ac cor dan ce with the stan dards of the
Par ty of im port.

Ar tic le 7

Ap pli ca tion of the ad van ce in for med ag re e ment
pro ce du re

1. Sub ject to Ar tic les 5 and 6, the ad van ce in for med
ag re e ment pro ce du re in Ar tic les 8 to 10 and 12 shall
ap ply pri or to the first in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry
mo ve ment of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms for in ten tio nal
in tro duc tion into the en vi ron ment of the Par ty of
im port.

2. “In ten tio nal in tro duc tion into the en vi ron ment“ in
pa ra graph 1 abo ve, does not re fer to li ving mo di fied
or ga nisms in ten ded for di rect use as food or feed, or for
pro ces sing.

3. Ar tic le 11 shall ap ply pri or to the first
trans bo un da ry mo ve ment of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms
in ten ded for di rect use as food or feed, or for
pro ces sing.

4. The ad van ce in for med ag re e ment pro ce du re shall
not ap ply to the in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry mo ve ment
of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms iden ti fied in a de ci sion of
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the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the me e ting of
the Par ties to this Pro to col as be ing not li ke ly to have
ad ver se ef fects on the con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le
use of bio lo gi cal di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt
risks to hu man he alth.

Ar tic le 8

No ti fi ca tion

1. The Par ty of ex port shall no ti fy, or re qu i re the
ex por ter to en su re no ti fi ca tion to, in wri ting, the
com pe tent na tio nal aut ho ri ty of the Par ty of im port
pri or to the in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry mo ve ment of
a li ving mo di fied or ga nism that fa lls wit hin the sco pe of
Ar tic le 7, pa ra graph 1. The no ti fi ca tion shall con ta in,
at a mi ni mum, the in for ma tion spe ci fied in An nex I.

2. The Par ty of ex port shall en su re that the re is a le gal 
re qu i re ment for the ac cu ra cy of in for ma tion pro vi ded
by the ex por ter.

Ar tic le 9

Ac know led ge ment of re ce ipt of no ti fi ca tion

1. The Par ty of im port shall ac know led ge re ce ipt of
the no ti fi ca tion, in wri ting, to the no ti fier wit hin ni ne ty
days of its re ce ipt.

2. The ac know led ge ment shall sta te:
(a) The date of re ce ipt of the no ti fi ca tion; 
(b) Whet her the no ti fi ca tion, pri ma fa cie, con ta ins the

in for ma tion re fer red to in Ar tic le 8; 
(c) Whet her to pro ce ed ac cor ding to the do mes tic

re gu la to ry fra me work of the Par ty of im port or
ac cor ding to the pro ce du re spe ci fied in Ar tic le 10. 

3. The do mes tic re gu la to ry fra me work re fer red to in
pa ra graph 2 (c) abo ve, shall be con sis tent with this
Pro to col.

4. A fa i lu re by the Par ty of im port to ac know led ge
re ce ipt of a no ti fi ca tion shall not im ply its con sent to an 
in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry mo ve ment.

Ar tic le 10

De ci sion pro ce du re

1. De ci sions ta ken by the Par ty of im port shall be in
ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 15.

2. The Par ty of im port shall, wit hin the pe riod of time
re fer red to in Ar tic le 9, in form the no ti fier, in wri ting,
whet her the in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry mo ve ment may 
pro ce ed:
(a) Only af ter the Par ty of im port has gi ven its writ ten

con sent; or
(b) Af ter no less than ni ne ty days wit ho ut a sub se qu ent

writ ten con sent. 

3. Wit hin two hun dred and se ven ty days of the date of 
re ce ipt of no ti fi ca tion, the Par ty of im port shall
com mu ni ca te, in wri ting, to the no ti fier and to the
Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House the de ci sion re fer red to in
pa ra graph 2 (a) abo ve:
(a) Ap pro ving the im port, with or wit ho ut con di tions,

in clu ding how the de ci sion will ap ply to sub se qu ent
im ports of the same li ving mo di fied or ga nism; 

(b)Pro hi bi ting the im port; 
(c) Re qu es ting ad di tio nal re le vant in for ma tion in

ac cor dan ce with its do mes tic re gu la to ry fra me work
or An nex I; in cal cu la ting the time wit hin which the
Par ty of im port is to res pond, the num ber of days it
has to wait for ad di tio nal re le vant in for ma tion shall
not be ta ken into ac co unt; or

(d)In for ming the no ti fier that the pe riod spe ci fied in
this pa ra graph is ex ten ded by a de fi ned pe riod of
time. 

4. Ex cept in a case in which con sent is
un con di tio nal, a de ci sion un der pa ra graph 3 abo ve,
shall set out the re a sons on which it is ba sed.

5.  A fa i lu re by the Par ty of im port to com mu ni ca te its
de ci sion wit hin two hun dred and se ven ty days of the
date of re ce ipt of the no ti fi ca tion shall not im ply its
con sent to an in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry mo ve ment.

6. Lack of scien ti fic cer ta in ty due to in suf fi cient
re le vant scien ti fic in for ma tion and know led ge
re gar ding the ex tent of the po ten tial ad ver se ef fects of a
li ving mo di fied or ga nism on the con ser va tion and
sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal di ver si ty in the Par ty of
im port, ta king also into ac co unt risks to hu man he alth, 
shall not pre vent that Par ty from ta king a de ci sion, as
ap prop ria te, with re gard to the im port of the li ving
mo di fied or ga nism in qu es tion as re fer red to in
pa ra graph 3 abo ve, in or der to avo id or mi ni mi ze such
po ten tial ad ver se ef fects.

7. The Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the
me e ting of the Par ties shall, at its first me e ting, de ci de
upon ap prop ria te pro ce du res and me cha nisms to
fa ci li ta te decision-making by Par ties of im port. 

Ar tic le 11

Pro ce du re for li ving mo di fied or ga nisms in ten ded
for di rect use as food or feed, or for pro ces sing

1. A Par ty that ma kes a fi nal de ci sion re gar ding
do mes tic use, in clu ding pla cing on the mar ket, of a
li ving mo di fied or ga nism that may be sub ject to
trans bo un da ry mo ve ment for di rect use as food or feed, 
or for pro ces sing shall, wit hin fif te en days of ma king
that de ci sion, in form the Par ties thro ugh the Bio sa fe ty
Clearing-House. This in for ma tion shall con ta in, at a
mi ni mum, the in for ma tion spe ci fied in An nex II. The
Par ty shall pro vi de a copy of the in for ma tion, in wri ting, 
to the na tio nal fo cal po int of each Par ty that in forms
the Sec re ta riat in ad van ce that it does not have ac cess
to the Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House. This pro vi sion shall
not ap ply to de ci sions re gar ding field trials. 

2. The Par ty ma king a de ci sion un der pa ra graph 1
abo ve, shall en su re that the re is a le gal re qu i re ment for
the ac cu ra cy of in for ma tion pro vi ded by the ap pli cant. 

3. Any Par ty may re qu est ad di tio nal in for ma tion
from the aut ho ri ty iden ti fied in pa ra graph (b) of An nex
II.

4.  A Par ty may take a de ci sion on the im port of li ving
mo di fied or ga nisms in ten ded for di rect use as food or
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feed, or for pro ces sing, un der its do mes tic re gu la to ry
fra me work that is con sis tent with the ob jec ti ve of this
Pro to col.

5. Each Par ty shall make ava i lab le to the Bio sa fe ty
Clearing-House co pies of any na tio nal laws,
re gu la tions and gu i de li nes ap pli cab le to the im port of
li ving mo di fied or ga nisms in ten ded for di rect use as
food or feed, or for pro ces sing, if ava i lab le.

6. A de ve lo ping co un try Par ty or a Par ty with an
eco no my in trans i tion may, in the ab sen ce of the
do mes tic re gu la to ry fra me work re fer red to in
pa ra graph 4 abo ve, and in exer ci se of its do mes tic
ju ris dic tion, dec la re thro ugh the Bio sa fe ty
Clearing-House that its de ci sion pri or to the first
im port of a li ving mo di fied or ga nism in ten ded for di rect
use as food or feed, or for pro ces sing, on which
in for ma tion has been pro vi ded un der pa ra graph 1
abo ve, will be ta ken ac cor ding to the fol lo wing:
(a) A risk as ses sment un der ta ken in ac cor dan ce with

An nex III; and
(b) A de ci sion made wit hin a pred ic tab le ti mef ra me, not

ex ce e ding two hun dred and se ven ty days.

7. Fa i lu re by a Par ty to com mu ni ca te its de ci sion
ac cor ding to pa ra graph 6 abo ve, shall not im ply its
con sent or re fu sal to the im port of a li ving mo di fied
or ga nism in ten ded for di rect use as food or feed, or for
pro ces sing, un less ot her wi se spe ci fied by the Par ty.

8. Lack of scien ti fic cer ta in ty due to in suf fi cient
re le vant scien ti fic in for ma tion and know led ge
re gar ding the ex tent of the po ten tial ad ver se ef fects of
a li ving mo di fied or ga nism on the con ser va tion and
sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal di ver si ty in the Par ty of
im port, ta king also into ac co unt risks to hu man he alth, 
shall not pre vent that Par ty from ta king a de ci sion, as
ap prop ria te, with re gard to the im port of that li ving
mo di fied or ga nism in ten ded for di rect use as food or
feed, or for pro ces sing, in or der to avo id or mi ni mi ze
such po ten tial ad ver se ef fects. 

9. A Par ty may in di ca te its ne eds for fi nan cial and
tech ni cal as sis tan ce and capacity-building with
res pect to li ving mo di fied or ga nisms in ten ded for di rect 
use as food or feed, or for pro ces sing. Par ties shall
co o pe ra te to meet the se ne eds in ac cor dan ce with
Ar tic les 22 and 28. 

Ar tic le 12

Re view of de ci sions

1. A Par ty of im port may, at any time, in light of new
scien ti fic in for ma tion on po ten tial ad ver se ef fects on
the con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal
di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt the risks to hu man
he alth, re view and chan ge a de ci sion re gar ding an
in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry mo ve ment. In such case,
the Par ty shall, wit hin thir ty days, in form any no ti fier
that has pre vio us ly no ti fied mo ve ments of the li ving
mo di fied or ga nism re fer red to in such de ci sion, as well
as the Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House, and shall set out the
re a sons for its de ci sion.

2. A Par ty of ex port or a no ti fier may re qu est the Par ty 

of im port to re view a de ci sion it has made in res pect of it 
un der Ar tic le 10 whe re the Par ty of ex port or the
no ti fier con si ders that:
(a) A chan ge in cir cum stan ces has oc cur red that may

in flu en ce the out co me of the risk as ses sment upon
which the de ci sion was ba sed; or

(b) Ad di tio nal re le vant scien ti fic or tech ni cal
in for ma tion has be co me ava i lab le. 

3. The Par ty of im port shall res pond in wri ting to
such a re qu est wit hin ni ne ty days and set out the
re a sons for its de ci sion.

4. The Par ty of im port may, at its dis cre tion, re qu i re
a risk as ses sment for sub se qu ent im ports.

Ar tic le 13

Sim pli fied pro ce du re

1. A Par ty of im port may, pro vi ded that ade qu a te
me a su res are ap plied to en su re the safe in ten tio nal
trans bo un da ry mo ve ment of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms
in ac cor dan ce with the ob jec ti ve of this Pro to col,
spe ci fy in ad van ce to the Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House:
(a) Ca ses in which in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry

mo ve ment to it may take pla ce at the same time as
the mo ve ment is no ti fied to the Par ty of im port; and

(b) Im ports of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms to it to be
exem pted from the ad van ce in for med ag re e ment
pro ce du re. 

No ti fi ca tions un der sub pa rag raph (a) abo ve, may
ap ply to sub se qu ent si mi lar mo ve ments to the same
Par ty.

2. The in for ma tion re la ting to an in ten tio nal
trans bo un da ry mo ve ment that is to be pro vi ded in the
no ti fi ca tions re fer red to in pa ra graph 1 (a) abo ve, shall
be the in for ma tion spe ci fied in An nex I.

Ar tic le 14

Bi la te ral, re gio nal and mul ti la te ral ag re e ments and
ar ran ge ments

1. Par ties may en ter into bi la te ral, re gio nal and
mul ti la te ral ag re e ments and ar ran ge ments re gar ding
in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry mo ve ments of li ving
mo di fied or ga nisms, con sis tent with the ob jec ti ve of
this Pro to col and pro vi ded that such ag re e ments and
ar ran ge ments do not re sult in a lo wer le vel of
pro tec tion than that pro vi ded for by the Pro to col.

2. The Par ties shall in form each ot her, thro ugh the
Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House, of any such bi la te ral,
re gio nal and mul ti la te ral ag re e ments and
ar ran ge ments that they have en te red into be fo re or
af ter the date of en try into for ce of this Pro to col.

3. The pro vi sions of this Pro to col shall not af fect
in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry mo ve ments that take pla ce
pur su ant to such ag re e ments and ar ran ge ments as
bet we en the par ties to tho se ag re e ments or
ar ran ge ments.

4. Any Par ty may de ter mi ne that its do mes tic
re gu la tions shall ap ply with res pect to spe ci fic im ports
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to it and shall no ti fy the Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House of its
de ci sion.

Ar tic le 15

Risk as ses sment

1. Risk as ses sments un der ta ken pur su ant to this
Pro to col shall be car ried out in a scien ti fi cal ly so und
man ner, in ac cor dan ce with An nex III and ta king into
ac co unt re cog ni zed risk as ses sment tech ni qu es. Such
risk as ses sments shall be ba sed, at a mi ni mum, on
in for ma tion pro vi ded in ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 8 and
ot her ava i lab le scien ti fic evi den ce in or der to iden ti fy
and eva lu a te the po ssib le ad ver se ef fects of li ving
mo di fied or ga nisms on the con ser va tion and
sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal di ver si ty, ta king also into
ac co unt risks to hu man he alth.

2. The Par ty of im port shall en su re that risk
as ses sments are car ried out for de ci sions ta ken un der
Ar tic le 10. It may re qu i re the ex por ter to car ry out the
risk as ses sment.

3.  The cost of risk as ses sment shall be bor ne by the
no ti fier if the Par ty of im port so re qu i res.

Ar tic le 16

Risk ma na ge ment

1. The Par ties shall, ta king into ac co unt Ar tic le 8 (g)
of the Con ven tion, es tab lish and ma in ta in ap prop ria te
me cha nisms, me a su res and stra te gies to re gu la te,
ma na ge and con trol risks iden ti fied in the risk
as ses sment pro vi sions of this Pro to col as so cia ted with
the use, han dling and trans bo un da ry mo ve ment of
li ving mo di fied or ga nisms.

2. Me a su res ba sed on risk as ses sment shall be
im po sed to the ex tent ne ces sa ry to pre vent ad ver se
ef fects of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism on the
con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal
di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt risks to hu man
he alth, wit hin the ter ri to ry of the Par ty of im port.

3. Each Par ty shall take ap prop ria te me a su res to
pre vent unin ten tio nal trans bo un da ry mo ve ments of
li ving mo di fied or ga nisms, in clu ding such me a su res as 
re qu i ring a risk as ses sment to be car ried out pri or to
the first re le a se of a li ving mo di fied or ga nism.

4. Wit ho ut pre ju di ce to pa ra graph 2 abo ve, each
Par ty shall en de a vo ur to en su re that any li ving
mo di fied or ga nism, whet her im por ted or lo cal ly
de ve lo ped, has un der go ne an ap prop ria te pe riod of
ob ser va tion that is com men su ra te with its life-cycle or
ge ne ra tion time be fo re it is put to its in ten ded use.

5. Par ties shall co o pe ra te with a view to: 
(a) Iden ti fy ing li ving mo di fied or ga nisms or spe ci fic

tra its of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms that may have
ad ver se ef fects on the con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le
use of bio lo gi cal di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt
risks to hu man he alth; and

(b) Ta king ap prop ria te me a su res re gar ding the
tre at ment of such li ving mo di fied or ga nisms or
spe ci fic tra its.

Ar tic le 17

Unin ten tio nal trans bo un da ry mo ve ments and
emer gen cy me a su res

1. Each Par ty shall take ap prop ria te me a su res to
no ti fy af fec ted or po ten tial ly af fec ted Sta tes, the
Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House and, whe re ap prop ria te,
re le vant in ter na tio nal or ga ni za tions, when it knows of
an oc cur ren ce un der its ju ris dic tion re sul ting in a
re le a se that le ads, or may lead, to an unin ten tio nal
trans bo un da ry mo ve ment of a li ving mo di fied or ga nism 
that is li ke ly to have sig ni fi cant ad ver se ef fects on the
con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal
di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt risks to hu man
he alth in such Sta tes. The no ti fi ca tion shall be
pro vi ded as soon as the Par ty knows of the abo ve
si tu a tion.

2. Each Par ty shall, no la ter than the date of en try
into for ce of this Pro to col for it, make ava i lab le to the
Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House the re le vant de tails set ting
out its po int of con tact for the pur po ses of re ce i ving
no ti fi ca tions un der this Ar tic le.

3. Any no ti fi ca tion ari sing from pa ra graph 1 abo ve,
sho uld in clu de:
(a) Ava i lab le re le vant in for ma tion on the es ti ma ted

qu an ti ties and re le vant cha rac te ris tics and/or
tra its of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism; 

(b) In for ma tion on the cir cum stan ces and es ti ma ted
date of the re le a se, and on the use of the li ving
mo di fied or ga nism in the ori gi na ting Par ty; 

(c) Any ava i lab le in for ma tion abo ut the po ssib le
ad ver se ef fects on the con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le
use of bio lo gi cal di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt
risks to hu man he alth, as well as ava i lab le
in for ma tion abo ut po ssib le risk ma na ge ment
me a su res; 

(d)Any ot her re le vant in for ma tion; and
(e)A po int of con tact for fur ther in for ma tion.

4. In or der to mi ni mi ze any sig ni fi cant ad ver se ef fects 
on the con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal
di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt risks to hu man
he alth, each Par ty, un der who se ju ris dic tion the
re le a se of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism re fer red to in
pa ra graph 1 abo ve, oc curs, shall im me dia te ly con sult
the af fec ted or po ten tial ly af fec ted Sta tes to enab le
them to de ter mi ne ap prop ria te res pon ses and ini tia te
ne ces sa ry ac tion, in clu ding emer gen cy me a su res.

Ar tic le 18

Han dling, trans port, pac ka ging
and iden ti fi ca tion

1. In or der to avo id ad ver se ef fects on the
con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal
di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt risks to hu man
he alth, each Par ty shall take ne ces sa ry me a su res to
re qu i re that li ving mo di fied or ga nisms that are sub ject
to in ten tio nal trans bo un da ry mo ve ment wit hin the
sco pe of this Pro to col are han dled, pac ka ged and
trans por ted un der con di tions of sa fe ty, ta king into
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con si de ra tion re le vant in ter na tio nal ru les and
stan dards. 

2. Each Par ty shall take me a su res to re qu i re that
do cu men ta tion ac com pa ny ing:
(a)Li ving mo di fied or ga nisms that are in ten ded for

di rect use as food or feed, or for pro ces sing, cle ar ly
iden ti fies that they “may con ta in“ li ving mo di fied
or ga nisms and are not in ten ded for in ten tio nal
in tro duc tion into the en vi ron ment, as well as
a con tact po int for fur ther in for ma tion. The
Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the me e ting of
the Par ties to this Pro to col shall take a de ci sion on
the de tailed re qu i re ments for this pur po se,
in clu ding spe ci fi ca tion of the ir iden ti ty and any
uni que iden ti fi ca tion, no la ter than two ye ars af ter
the date of en try into for ce of this Pro to col;

(b)Li ving mo di fied or ga nisms that are des ti ned for
con ta i ned use cle ar ly iden ti fies them as li ving
mo di fied or ga nisms; and spe ci fies any re qu i re ments 
for the safe han dling, sto ra ge, trans port and use, the 
con tact po int for fur ther in for ma tion, in clu ding the
name and ad dress of the in di vi du al and in sti tu tion
to whom the li ving mo di fied or ga nisms are
con sig ned; and

(c) Li ving mo di fied or ga nisms that are in ten ded for
in ten tio nal in tro duc tion into the en vi ron ment of the
Par ty of im port and any ot her li ving mo di fied
or ga nisms wit hin the sco pe of the Pro to col, cle ar ly
iden ti fies them as li ving mo di fied or ga nisms;
spe ci fies the iden ti ty and re le vant tra its and/or
cha rac te ris tics, any re qu i re ments for the safe
han dling, sto ra ge, trans port and use, the con tact
po int for fur ther in for ma tion and, as ap prop ria te,
the name and ad dress of the im por ter and ex por ter;
and con ta ins a dec la ra tion that the mo ve ment is in
con for mi ty with the re qu i re ments of this Pro to col
ap pli cab le to the ex por ter.

3. The Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the
me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col shall con si der the 
need for and mo da li ties of de ve lo ping stan dards with
re gard to iden ti fi ca tion, han dling, pac ka ging and
trans port prac ti ces, in con sul ta tion with ot her re le vant 
in ter na tio nal bo dies.

Ar tic le 19

Com pe tent na tio nal aut ho ri ties and na tio nal
fo cal po ints

1. Each Par ty shall de sig na te one na tio nal fo cal po int 
to be res pon sib le on its be half for lia i son with the
Sec re ta riat. Each Par ty shall also de sig na te one or
more com pe tent na tio nal aut ho ri ties, which shall be
res pon sib le for per for ming the ad mi nis tra ti ve
fun ctions re qu i red by this Pro to col and which shall be
aut ho ri zed to act on its be half with res pect to tho se
fun ctions. A Par ty may de sig na te a sing le en ti ty to ful fil
the fun ctions of both fo cal po int and com pe tent
na tio nal aut ho ri ty.

2. Each Par ty shall, no la ter than the date of en try
into for ce of this Pro to col for it, no ti fy the Sec re ta riat of
the na mes and ad dres ses of its fo cal po int and its
com pe tent na tio nal aut ho ri ty or aut ho ri ties. Whe re a

Par ty de sig na tes more than one com pe tent na tio nal
aut ho ri ty, it shall con vey to the Sec re ta riat, with its
no ti fi ca tion the re of, re le vant in for ma tion on the
res pec ti ve res pon si bi li ties of tho se aut ho ri ties. Whe re
ap pli cab le, such in for ma tion shall, at a mi ni mum,
spe ci fy which com pe tent aut ho ri ty is res pon sib le for
which type of li ving mo di fied or ga nism. Each Par ty
shall for thwith no ti fy the Sec re ta riat of any chan ges in
the de sig na tion of its na tio nal fo cal po int or in the name 
and ad dress or res pon si bi li ties of its com pe tent
na tio nal aut ho ri ty or aut ho ri ties.

3. The Sec re ta riat shall for thwith in form the Par ties
of the no ti fi ca tions it re ce i ves un der pa ra graph 2
abo ve, and shall also make such in for ma tion ava i lab le
thro ugh the Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House.

Ar tic le 20

In for ma tion sha ring and the Bio sa fe ty
Clearing-House

1. A Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House is he re by es tab lis hed
as part of the clearing-house me cha nism un der Ar tic le
18, pa ra graph 3, of the Con ven tion, in or der to:
(a) Fa ci li ta te the ex chan ge of scien ti fic, tech ni cal,

en vi ron men tal and le gal in for ma tion on, and
ex pe rien ce with, li ving mo di fied or ga nisms; and

(b) As sist Par ties to im ple ment the Pro to col, ta king
into ac co unt the spe cial ne eds of de ve lo ping
co un try Par ties, in par ti cu lar the le ast de ve lo ped
and small is land de ve lo ping Sta tes among them,
and co un tries with eco no mies in trans i tion as well
as co un tries that are cen tres of ori gin and cen tres
of ge ne tic di ver si ty. 

2. The Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House shall ser ve as
a me ans thro ugh which in for ma tion is made ava i lab le
for the pur po ses of pa ra graph 1 abo ve. It shall pro vi de
ac cess to in for ma tion made ava i lab le by the Par ties
re le vant to the im ple men ta tion of the Pro to col. It shall
also pro vi de ac cess, whe re po ssib le, to ot her
in ter na tio nal bio sa fe ty in for ma tion ex chan ge
me cha nisms.

3. Wit ho ut pre ju di ce to the pro tec tion of con fi den tial
in for ma tion, each Par ty shall make ava i lab le to the
Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House any in for ma tion re qu i red to
be made ava i lab le to the Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House
un der this Pro to col, and:
(a) Any exis ting laws, re gu la tions and gu i de li nes for

im ple men ta tion of the Pro to col, as well as
in for ma tion re qu i red by the Par ties for the ad van ce
in for med ag re e ment pro ce du re; 

(b) Any bi la te ral, re gio nal and mul ti la te ral
ag re e ments and ar ran ge ments; 

(c) Sum ma ries of its risk as ses sments or
en vi ron men tal re views of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms
ge ne ra ted by its re gu la to ry pro cess, and car ried out
in ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 15, in clu ding, whe re
ap prop ria te, re le vant in for ma tion re gar ding
pro ducts the re of, na me ly, pro ces sed ma te rials that
are of li ving mo di fied or ga nism ori gin, con ta i ning
de tec tab le no vel com bi na tions of rep li cab le ge ne tic
ma te rial ob ta i ned thro ugh the use of mo dern
bio tech no lo gy; 
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(d) Its fi nal de ci sions re gar ding the im por ta tion or
re le a se of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms; and

(e) Re ports sub mit ted by it pur su ant to Ar tic le 33,
in clu ding tho se on im ple men ta tion of the ad van ce
in for med ag re e ment pro ce du re. 

4. The mo da li ties of the ope ra tion of the Bio sa fe ty
Clearing-House, in clu ding re ports on its ac ti vi ties,
shall be con si de red and de ci ded upon by the
Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the me e ting of the
Par ties to this Pro to col at its first me e ting, and kept
un der re view the re af ter.

Ar tic le 21

Con fi den tial in for ma tion

1. The Par ty of im port shall per mit the no ti fier to
iden ti fy in for ma tion sub mit ted un der the pro ce du res
of this Pro to col or re qu i red by the Par ty of im port as
part of the ad van ce in for med ag re e ment pro ce du re of
the Pro to col that is to be tre a ted as con fi den tial.
Jus ti fi ca tion shall be gi ven in such ca ses upon re qu est.

2. The Par ty of im port shall con sult the no ti fier if it
de ci des that in for ma tion iden ti fied by the no ti fier as
con fi den tial does not qu a li fy for such tre at ment and
shall, pri or to any dis clo su re, in form the no ti fier of its
de ci sion, pro vi ding re a sons on re qu est, as well as an
op por tu ni ty for con sul ta tion and for an in ter nal re view
of the de ci sion pri or to dis clo su re.

3. Each Par ty shall pro tect con fi den tial in for ma tion
re ce i ved un der this Pro to col, in clu ding any
con fi den tial in for ma tion re ce i ved in the con text of the
ad van ce in for med ag re e ment pro ce du re of the Pro to col. 
Each Par ty shall en su re that it has pro ce du res to
pro tect such in for ma tion and shall pro tect the
con fi den tia li ty of such in for ma tion in a man ner no less
fa vo u rab le than its tre at ment of con fi den tial
in for ma tion in con nec tion with do mes ti cal ly pro du ced
li ving mo di fied or ga nisms.

4.  The Par ty of im port shall not use such in for ma tion 
for a com mer cial pur po se, ex cept with the writ ten
con sent of the no ti fier.

5. If a no ti fier wit hdraws or has wit hdrawn a
no ti fi ca tion, the Par ty of im port shall res pect the
con fi den tia li ty of com mer cial and in dus trial
in for ma tion, in clu ding re se arch and de ve lop ment
in for ma tion as well as in for ma tion on which the Par ty
and the no ti fier di sag ree as to its con fi den tia li ty.

6. Wit ho ut pre ju di ce to pa ra graph 5 abo ve, the
fol lo wing in for ma tion shall not be con si de red
con fi den tial:
(a) The name and ad dress of the no ti fier; 
(b) A ge ne ral des crip tion of the li ving mo di fied

or ga nism or or ga nisms; 
(c) A sum ma ry of the risk as ses sment of the ef fects on

the con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal
di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt risks to hu man
he alth; and

(d) Any met hods and plans for emer gen cy res pon se. 

Ar tic le 22

Capacity-building

1. The Par ties shall co o pe ra te in the de ve lop ment
and/or stren gthe ning of hu man re so ur ces and
in sti tu tio nal ca pa ci ties in bio sa fe ty, in clu ding
bio tech no lo gy to the ex tent that it is re qu i red for
bio sa fe ty, for the pur po se of the ef fec ti ve
im ple men ta tion of this Pro to col, in de ve lo ping co un try
Par ties, in par ti cu lar the le ast de ve lo ped and small
is land de ve lo ping Sta tes among them, and in Par ties
with eco no mies in trans i tion, in clu ding thro ugh
exis ting glo bal, re gio nal, sub re gio nal and na tio nal
in sti tu tions and or ga ni za tions and, as ap prop ria te,
thro ugh fa ci li ta ting pri va te sec tor in vol ve ment.

2. For the pur po ses of im ple men ting pa ra graph 1
abo ve, in re la tion to co o pe ra tion, the ne eds of
de ve lo ping co un try Par ties, in par ti cu lar the le ast
de ve lo ped and small is land de ve lo ping Sta tes among
them, for fi nan cial re so ur ces and ac cess to and
trans fer of tech no lo gy and know-how in ac cor dan ce
with the re le vant pro vi sions of the Con ven tion, shall be
ta ken ful ly into ac co unt for capacity-building in
bio sa fe ty. Co o pe ra tion in capacity-building shall,
sub ject to the dif fe rent si tu a tion, ca pa bi li ties and
re qu i re ments of each Par ty, in clu de scien ti fic and
tech ni cal tra i ning in the pro per and safe ma na ge ment
of bio tech no lo gy, and in the use of risk as ses sment and
risk ma na ge ment for bio sa fe ty, and the en han ce ment
of tech no lo gi cal and in sti tu tio nal ca pa ci ties in
bio sa fe ty. The ne eds of Par ties with eco no mies in
trans i tion shall also be ta ken ful ly into ac co unt for
such capacity-building in bio sa fe ty.

Ar tic le 23

Pub lic awa re ness and par ti ci pa tion

1. The Par ties shall:
(a) Pro mo te and fa ci li ta te pub lic awa re ness, edu ca tion

and par ti ci pa tion con cer ning the safe trans fer,
han dling and use of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms in
re la tion to the con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le use of
bio lo gi cal di ver si ty, ta king also into ac co unt risks to 
hu man he alth. In do ing so, the Par ties shall
co o pe ra te, as ap prop ria te, with ot her Sta tes and
in ter na tio nal bo dies; 

(b) En de a vo ur to en su re that pub lic awa re ness and
edu ca tion en com pass ac cess to in for ma tion on
li ving mo di fied or ga nisms iden ti fied in ac cor dan ce
with this Pro to col that may be im por ted. 

2. The Par ties shall, in ac cor dan ce with the ir
res pec ti ve laws and re gu la tions, con sult the pub lic in
the decision-making pro cess re gar ding li ving mo di fied
or ga nisms and shall make the re sults of such de ci sions 
ava i lab le to the pub lic, whi le res pec ting con fi den tial
in for ma tion in ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 21.

3. Each Par ty shall en de a vo ur to in form its pub lic
abo ut the me ans of pub lic ac cess to the Bio sa fe ty
Clearing-House.
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Ar tic le 24

Non-Parties

1. Trans bo un da ry mo ve ments of li ving mo di fied
or ga nisms bet we en Par ties and non-Parties shall be
con sis tent with the ob jec ti ve of this Pro to col. The
Par ties may en ter into bi la te ral, re gio nal and
mul ti la te ral ag re e ments and ar ran ge ments with
non-Parties re gar ding such trans bo un da ry
mo ve ments.

2. The Par ties shall en co u ra ge non-Parties to ad he re
to this Pro to col and to con tri bu te ap prop ria te
in for ma tion to the Bio sa fe ty Clearing-House on li ving
mo di fied or ga nisms re le a sed in, or mo ved into or out of, 
are as wit hin the ir na tio nal ju ris dic tions.

Ar tic le 25

Il le gal trans bo un da ry mo ve ments

1. Each Par ty shall adopt ap prop ria te do mes tic
me a su res ai med at pre ven ting and, if ap prop ria te,
pe na li zing trans bo un da ry mo ve ments of li ving
mo di fied or ga nisms car ried out in con tra ven tion of its
do mes tic me a su res to im ple ment this Pro to col. Such
mo ve ments shall be de e med il le gal trans bo un da ry
mo ve ments.

2. In the case of an il le gal trans bo un da ry mo ve ment,
the af fec ted Par ty may re qu est the Par ty of ori gin to
dis po se, at its own ex pen se, of the li ving mo di fied
or ga nism in qu es tion by re pat ria tion or des truc tion, as
ap prop ria te.

3. Each Par ty shall make ava i lab le to the Bio sa fe ty
Clearing-House in for ma tion con cer ning ca ses of il le gal
trans bo un da ry mo ve ments per ta i ning to it.

Ar tic le 26

Socio-economic con si de ra tions

1. The Par ties, in re a ching a de ci sion on im port
un der this Pro to col or un der its do mes tic me a su res
im ple men ting the Pro to col, may take into ac co unt,
con sis tent with the ir in ter na tio nal ob li ga tions,
socio-economic con si de ra tions ari sing from the im pact
of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms on the con ser va tion and
sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal di ver si ty, es pe cial ly with
re gard to the va lue of bio lo gi cal di ver si ty to in di ge no us
and lo cal com mu ni ties.

2. The Par ties are en co u ra ged to co o pe ra te on
re se arch and in for ma tion ex chan ge on any so cio
eco no mic im pacts of li ving mo di fied or ga nisms,
es pe cial ly on in di ge no us and lo cal com mu ni ties.

Ar tic le 27

Lia bi li ty and red ress

The Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the me e ting
of the Par ties to this Pro to col shall, at its first me e ting,
adopt a pro cess with res pect to the ap prop ria te
ela bo ra tion of in ter na tio nal ru les and pro ce du res in
the field of lia bi li ty and red ress for da ma ge re sul ting
from trans bo un da ry mo ve ments of li ving mo di fied

or ga nisms, ana ly sing and ta king due ac co unt of the
on go ing pro ces ses in in ter na tio nal law on the se
mat ters, and shall en de a vo ur to com ple te this pro cess
wit hin four ye ars. 

Ar tic le 28

Fi nan cial me cha nism and re so ur ces

1. In con si de ring fi nan cial re so ur ces for the
im ple men ta tion of this Pro to col, the Par ties shall take
into ac co unt the pro vi sions of Ar tic le 20 of the
Con ven tion.

2.  The fi nan cial me cha nism es tab lis hed in Ar tic le 21
of the Con ven tion shall, thro ugh the in sti tu tio nal
struc tu re en trus ted with its ope ra tion, be the fi nan cial
me cha nism for this Pro to col.

3. Re gar ding the capacity-building re fer red to in
Ar tic le 22 of this Pro to col, the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties
ser ving as the me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col, in
pro vi ding gu i dan ce with res pect to the fi nan cial
me cha nism re fer red to in pa ra graph 2 abo ve, for
con si de ra tion by the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties, shall
take into ac co unt the need for fi nan cial re so ur ces by
de ve lo ping co un try Par ties, in par ti cu lar the le ast
de ve lo ped and the small is land de ve lo ping Sta tes
among them.

4. In the con text of pa ra graph 1 abo ve, the Par ties
shall also take into ac co unt the ne eds of the de ve lo ping
co un try Par ties, in par ti cu lar the le ast de ve lo ped and
the small is land de ve lo ping Sta tes among them, and of
the Par ties with eco no mies in trans i tion, in the ir ef forts 
to iden ti fy and im ple ment the ir capacity-building
re qu i re ments for the pur po ses of the im ple men ta tion of 
this Pro to col.

5. The gu i dan ce to the fi nan cial me cha nism of the
Con ven tion in re le vant de ci sions of the Con fe ren ce of
the Par ties, in clu ding tho se ag re ed be fo re the adop tion
of this Pro to col, shall ap ply, mu ta tis mu tan dis, to the
pro vi sions of this Ar tic le.

6. The de ve lo ped co un try Par ties may also pro vi de,
and the de ve lo ping co un try Par ties and the Par ties with 
eco no mies in trans i tion ava il them sel ves of, fi nan cial
and tech no lo gi cal re so ur ces for the im ple men ta tion of
the pro vi sions of this Pro to col thro ugh bi la te ral,
re gio nal and mul ti la te ral chan nels.

Ar tic le 29

Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the me e ting
of the Par ties to this Pro to col

1. The Con fe ren ce of the Par ties shall ser ve as the
me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col.

2. Par ties to the Con ven tion that are not Par ties to
this Pro to col may par ti ci pa te as ob ser vers in the
pro ce e dings of any me e ting of the Con fe ren ce of the
Par ties ser ving as the me e ting of the Par ties to this
Pro to col. When the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ves as
the me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col, de ci sions
un der this Pro to col shall be ta ken only by tho se that
are Par ties to it.
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3. When the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ves as the
me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col, any mem ber of
the bu re au of the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties
re pre sen ting a Par ty to the Con ven tion but, at that
time, not a Par ty to this Pro to col, shall be sub sti tu ted
by a mem ber to be elec ted by and from among the
Par ties to this Pro to col.

4. The Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the
me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col shall keep un der
re gu lar re view the im ple men ta tion of this Pro to col and
shall make, wit hin its man da te, the de ci sions
ne ces sa ry to pro mo te its ef fec ti ve im ple men ta tion. It
shall per form the fun ctions as sig ned to it by this
Pro to col and shall:
a) Make re com men da tions on any mat ters ne ces sa ry

for the im ple men ta tion of this Pro to col; 
b) Es tab lish such sub si dia ry bo dies as are de e med

ne ces sa ry for the im ple men ta tion of this Pro to col; 
c) Seek and uti li ze, whe re ap prop ria te, the ser vi ces

and co o pe ra tion of, and in for ma tion pro vi ded by,
com pe tent in ter na tio nal or ga ni za tions and
in ter go ver nmen tal and non-governmental bo dies; 

d) Es tab lish the form and the in ter vals for trans mit ting 
the in for ma tion to be sub mit ted in ac cor dan ce with
Ar tic le 33 of this Pro to col and con si der such
in for ma tion as well as re ports sub mit ted by any
sub si dia ry body; 

e) Con si der and adopt, as re qu i red, amen dments to
this Pro to col and its an ne xes, as well as any
ad di tio nal an ne xes to this Pro to col, that are de e med
ne ces sa ry for the im ple men ta tion of this Pro to col;
and

f) Exer ci se such ot her fun ctions as may be re qu i red for 
the im ple men ta tion of this Pro to col. 

5. The ru les of pro ce du re of the Con fe ren ce of the
Par ties and fi nan cial ru les of the Con ven tion shall be
ap plied, mu ta tis mu tan dis, un der this Pro to col, ex cept
as may be ot her wi se de ci ded by con sen sus by the
Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the me e ting of the
Par ties to this Pro to col.

6. The first me e ting of the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties
ser ving as the me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col
shall be con ve ned by the Sec re ta riat in con jun ction
with the first me e ting of the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties
that is sche du led af ter the date of the en try into for ce of
this Pro to col. Sub se qu ent or di na ry me e tings of the
Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the me e ting of the
Par ties to this Pro to col shall be held in con jun ction
with or di na ry me e tings of the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties, 
un less ot her wi se de ci ded by the Con fe ren ce of the
Par ties ser ving as the me e ting of the Par ties to this
Pro to col.

7. Ex tra or di na ry me e tings of the Con fe ren ce of the
Par ties ser ving as the me e ting of the Par ties to this
Pro to col shall be held at such ot her ti mes as may be
de e med ne ces sa ry by the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties
ser ving as the me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col, or
at the writ ten re qu est of any Par ty, pro vi ded that,
wit hin six months of the re qu est be ing com mu ni ca ted
to the Par ties by the Sec re ta riat, it is sup por ted by at
le ast one third of the Par ties.

8. The Uni ted Na tions, its spe cia li zed agen cies and
the In ter na tio nal Ato mic Ener gy Agen cy, as well as any
Sta te mem ber the re of or ob ser vers the re to not par ty to
the Con ven tion, may be re pre sen ted as ob ser vers at
me e tings of the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the
me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col. Any body or
agen cy, whet her na tio nal or in ter na tio nal,
go ver nmen tal or non-governmental, that is qu a li fied in
mat ters co ve red by this Pro to col and that has in for med
the Sec re ta riat of its wish to be re pre sen ted at
a me e ting of the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as
a me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col as an ob ser ver,
may be so ad mit ted, un less at le ast one third of the
Par ties pre sent ob ject. Ex cept as ot her wi se pro vi ded in
this Ar tic le, the ad mis sion and par ti ci pa tion of
ob ser vers shall be sub ject to the ru les of pro ce du re, as
re fer red to in pa ra graph 5 abo ve.

Ar tic le 30

Sub si dia ry bo dies

1. Any sub si dia ry body es tab lis hed by or un der the
Con ven tion may, upon a de ci sion by the Con fe ren ce of
the Par ties ser ving as the me e ting of the Par ties to this
Pro to col, ser ve the Pro to col, in which case the me e ting
of the Par ties shall spe ci fy which fun ctions that body
shall exer ci se.

2. Par ties to the Con ven tion that are not Par ties to
this Pro to col may par ti ci pa te as ob ser vers in the
pro ce e dings of any me e ting of any such sub si dia ry
bo dies. When a sub si dia ry body of the Con ven tion
ser ves as a sub si dia ry body to this Pro to col, de ci sions
un der the Pro to col shall be ta ken only by the Par ties to
the Pro to col.

3. When a sub si dia ry body of the Con ven tion
exer ci ses its fun ctions with re gard to mat ters
con cer ning this Pro to col, any mem ber of the bu re au of
that sub si dia ry body re pre sen ting a Par ty to the
Con ven tion but, at that time, not a Par ty to the
Pro to col, shall be sub sti tu ted by a mem ber to be
elec ted by and from among the Par ties to the Pro to col.

Ar tic le 31

Sec re ta riat

1. The Sec re ta riat es tab lis hed by Ar tic le 24 of the
Con ven tion shall ser ve as the sec re ta riat to this
Pro to col.

2. Ar tic le 24, pa ra graph 1, of the Con ven tion on the
fun ctions of the Sec re ta riat shall ap ply, mu ta tis
mu tan dis, to this Pro to col.

3. To the ex tent that they are dis tinct, the costs of the
sec re ta riat ser vi ces for this Pro to col shall be met by the
Par ties he re to. The Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as
the me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col shall, at its
first me e ting, de ci de on the ne ces sa ry bud ge ta ry
ar ran ge ments to this end.
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Ar tic le 32

Re la tion ship with the con ven tion

Ex cept as ot her wi se pro vi ded in this Pro to col, the
pro vi sions of the Con ven tion re la ting to its pro to cols
shall ap ply to this Pro to col. 

Ar tic le 33

Mo ni to ring and re por ting

Each Par ty shall mo ni tor the im ple men ta tion of its
ob li ga tions un der this Pro to col, and shall, at in ter vals
to be de ter mi ned by the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties
ser ving as the me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col,
re port to the Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the
me e ting of the Par ties to this Pro to col on me a su res that
it has ta ken to im ple ment the Pro to col. 

Ar tic le 34

Com plian ce

The Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the me e ting
of the Par ties to this Pro to col shall, at its first me e ting,
con si der and ap pro ve co o pe ra ti ve pro ce du res and
in sti tu tio nal me cha nisms to pro mo te com plian ce with
the pro vi sions of this Pro to col and to ad dress ca ses of
non-compliance. The se pro ce du res and me cha nisms
shall in clu de pro vi sions to of fer ad vi ce or as sis tan ce,
whe re ap prop ria te. They shall be se pa ra te from, and
wit ho ut pre ju di ce to, the dis pu te set tle ment
pro ce du res and me cha nisms es tab lis hed by Ar tic le 27
of the Con ven tion. 

Ar tic le 35

As ses sment and re view

The Con fe ren ce of the Par ties ser ving as the me e ting
of the Par ties to this Pro to col shall un der ta ke, five
ye ars af ter the en try into for ce of this Pro to col and at
le ast eve ry five ye ars the re af ter, an eva lu a tion of the
ef fec ti ve ness of the Pro to col, in clu ding an as ses sment
of its pro ce du res and an ne xes.

Ar tic le 36

Sig na tu re

This Pro to col shall be open for sig na tu re at the
Uni ted Na tions Of fi ce at Na i ro bi by Sta tes and re gio nal
eco no mic in teg ra tion or ga ni za tions from 15 to 26 May
2000, and at Uni ted Na tions He ad qu ar ters in New York
from 5 June 2000 to 4 June 2001. 

Ar tic le 37

En try into for ce

1. This Pro to col shall en ter into for ce on the ni ne tieth
day af ter the date of de po sit of the fif tieth in stru ment of
ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or ac ces sion by
Sta tes or re gio nal eco no mic in teg ra tion or ga ni za tions
that are Par ties to the Con ven tion.

2. This Pro to col shall en ter into for ce for a Sta te or
re gio nal eco no mic in teg ra tion or ga ni za tion that
ra ti fies, ac cepts or ap pro ves this Pro to col or ac ce des
the re to af ter its en try into for ce pur su ant to pa ra graph
1 abo ve, on the ni ne tieth day af ter the date on which
that Sta te or re gio nal eco no mic in teg ra tion
or ga ni za tion de po sits its in stru ment of ra ti fi ca tion,
ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or ac ces sion, or on the date on
which the Con ven tion en ters into for ce for that Sta te or
re gio nal eco no mic in teg ra tion or ga ni za tion, whi che ver
shall be the la ter.

3. For the pur po ses of pa ra graphs 1 and 2 abo ve, any
in stru ment de po si ted by a re gio nal eco no mic
in teg ra tion or ga ni za tion shall not be co un ted as
ad di tio nal to tho se de po si ted by mem ber Sta tes of such 
or ga ni za tion.

Ar tic le 38

Re ser va tions

No re ser va tions may be made to this Pro to col. 

Ar tic le 39

Wit hdra wal

1. At any time af ter two ye ars from the date on which
this Pro to col has en te red into for ce for a Par ty, that
Par ty may wit hdraw from the Pro to col by gi ving writ ten
no ti fi ca tion to the De po si ta ry.

2. Any such wit hdra wal shall take pla ce upon ex pi ry
of one year af ter the date of its re ce ipt by the
De po si ta ry, or on such la ter date as may be spe ci fied in
the no ti fi ca tion of the wit hdra wal.

Ar tic le 40

Aut hen tic texts

The ori gi nal of this Pro to col, of which the Ara bic,
Chi ne se, En glish, French, Rus sian and Spa nish texts
are equ al ly aut hen tic, shall be de po si ted with the
Secretary-General of the Uni ted Na tions. 

IN WIT NESS WHE RE OF the un der sig ned, be ing duly
aut ho ri zed to that ef fect, have sig ned this Pro to col.

DONE at Mon tre al on this twenty-ninth day of
Ja nu a ry, two tho u sand.
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AN NEX I

IN FOR MA TION RE QU I RED IN NO TI FI CA TIONS UN DER AR TIC LES 8, 10 AND 13

(a) Name, ad dress and con tact de tails of the ex por ter.
(b) Name, ad dress and con tact de tails of the im por ter.
(c) Name and iden ti ty of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism, as well as the do mes tic clas si fi ca tion, if any, of the bio sa fe ty

le vel of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism in the Sta te of ex port.
(d) In ten ded date or da tes of the trans bo un da ry mo ve ment, if known.
(e) Ta xo no mic sta tus, com mon name, po int of col lec tion or ac qu i si tion, and cha rac te ris tics of re ci pient or ga nism or

pa ren tal or ga nisms re la ted to bio sa fe ty.
(f) Cen tres of ori gin and cen tres of ge ne tic di ver si ty, if known, of the re ci pient or ga nism and/or the pa ren tal

or ga nisms and a des crip tion of the ha bi tats whe re the or ga nisms may per sist or pro li fe ra te.
(g) Ta xo no mic sta tus, com mon name, po int of col lec tion or ac qu i si tion, and cha rac te ris tics of the do nor or ga nism

or or ga nisms re la ted to bio sa fe ty.
(h) Des crip tion of the nuc le ic acid or the mo di fi ca tion in tro du ced, the tech ni que used, and the re sul ting

cha rac te ris tics of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism.
(i) In ten ded use of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism or pro ducts the re of, na me ly, pro ces sed ma te rials that are of li ving

mo di fied or ga nism ori gin, con ta i ning de tec tab le no vel com bi na tions of rep li cab le ge ne tic ma te rial ob ta i ned
thro ugh the use of mo dern bio tech no lo gy.

(j) Qu an ti ty or vo lu me of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism to be trans fer red.
(k) A pre vio us and exis ting risk as ses sment re port con sis tent with An nex III.
(l) Sug ges ted met hods for the safe han dling, sto ra ge, trans port and use, in clu ding pac ka ging, la bel ling,

do cu men ta tion, dis po sal and con tin gen cy pro ce du res, whe re ap prop ria te.
(m) Re gu la to ry sta tus of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism wit hin the Sta te of ex port (for exam ple, whet her it is pro hi bi ted

in the Sta te of ex port, whet her the re are ot her res tric tions, or whet her it has been ap pro ved for ge ne ral re le a se)
and, if the li ving mo di fied or ga nism is ban ned in the Sta te of ex port, the re a son or re a sons for the ban.

(n) Re sult and pur po se of any no ti fi ca tion by the ex por ter to ot her Sta tes re gar ding the li ving mo di fied or ga nism to
be trans fer red.

(o) A dec la ra tion that the above-mentioned in for ma tion is fac tu al ly cor rect.

AN NEX II

IN FOR MA TION RE QU I RED CON CER NING LI VING MO DI FIED OR GA NISMS IN TEN DED
FOR DI RECT USE AS FOOD OR FEED, OR FOR PRO CES SING UN DER AR TIC LE 11

(a) The name and con tact de tails of the ap pli cant for a de ci sion for do mes tic use.
(b) The name and con tact de tails of the aut ho ri ty res pon sib le for the de ci sion. 
(c) Name and iden ti ty of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism.
(d) Des crip tion of the gene mo di fi ca tion, the tech ni que used, and the re sul ting cha rac te ris tics of the li ving mo di fied

or ga nism.
(e) Any uni que iden ti fi ca tion of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism.
(f) Ta xo no mic sta tus, com mon name, po int of col lec tion or ac qu i si tion, and cha rac te ris tics of re ci pient or ga nism or

pa ren tal or ga nisms re la ted to bio sa fe ty.
(g) Cen tres of ori gin and cen tres of ge ne tic di ver si ty, if known, of the re ci pient or ga nism and/or the pa ren tal

or ga nisms and a des crip tion of the ha bi tats whe re the or ga nisms may per sist or pro li fe ra te.
(h) Ta xo no mic sta tus, com mon name, po int of col lec tion or ac qu i si tion, and cha rac te ris tics of the do nor or ga nism

or or ga nisms re la ted to bio sa fe ty.
(i) Ap pro ved uses of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism.
(j) A risk as ses sment re port con sis tent with An nex III. 
(k) Sug ges ted met hods for the safe han dling, sto ra ge, trans port and use, in clu ding pac ka ging, la bel ling,

do cu men ta tion, dis po sal and con tin gen cy pro ce du res, whe re ap prop ria te.
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AN NEX III

RISK AS SES SMENT

Ob jec ti ve

1. The ob jec ti ve of risk as ses sment, un der this Pro to col, is to iden ti fy and eva lu a te the po ten tial ad ver se ef fects of
li ving mo di fied or ga nisms on the con ser va tion and sus ta i nab le use of bio lo gi cal di ver si ty in the li ke ly po ten tial
re ce i ving en vi ron ment, ta king also into ac co unt risks to hu man he alth.

Use of risk as ses sment

2. Risk as ses sment is, in ter alia, used by com pe tent aut ho ri ties to make in for med de ci sions re gar ding li ving
mo di fied or ga nisms.

Ge ne ral prin cip les

3. Risk as ses sment sho uld be car ried out in a scien ti fi cal ly so und and trans pa rent man ner, and can take into
ac co unt ex pert ad vi ce of, and gu i de li nes de ve lo ped by, re le vant in ter na tio nal or ga ni za tions.

4. Lack of scien ti fic know led ge or scien ti fic con sen sus sho uld not ne ces sa ri ly be in ter pre ted as in di ca ting
a par ti cu lar le vel of risk, an ab sen ce of risk, or an ac cep tab le risk.

5. Risks as so cia ted with li ving mo di fied or ga nisms or pro ducts the re of, na me ly, pro ces sed ma te rials that are of
li ving mo di fied or ga nism ori gin, con ta i ning de tec tab le no vel com bi na tions of rep li cab le ge ne tic ma te rial ob ta i ned
thro ugh the use of mo dern bio tech no lo gy, sho uld be con si de red in the con text of the risks po sed by the non-modified
re ci pients or pa ren tal or ga nisms in the li ke ly po ten tial re ce i ving en vi ron ment.

6. Risk as ses sment sho uld be car ried out on a case-by-case ba sis. The re qu i red in for ma tion may vary in na tu re
and le vel of de tail from case to case, de pen ding on the li ving mo di fied or ga nism con cer ned, its in ten ded use and the
li ke ly po ten tial re ce i ving en vi ron ment.

Met ho do lo gy

7. The pro cess of risk as ses sment may on the one hand give rise to a need for fur ther in for ma tion abo ut spe ci fic
sub jects, which may be iden ti fied and re qu es ted du ring the as ses sment pro cess, whi le on the ot her hand in for ma tion 
on ot her sub jects may not be re le vant in some in stan ces.

8. To ful fil its ob jec ti ve, risk as ses sment en ta ils, as ap prop ria te, the fol lo wing steps:
(a) An iden ti fi ca tion of any no vel ge no ty pic and phe no ty pic cha rac te ris tics as so cia ted with the li ving mo di fied

or ga nism that may have ad ver se ef fects on bio lo gi cal di ver si ty in the li ke ly po ten tial re ce i ving en vi ron ment,
ta king also into ac co unt risks to hu man he alth; 

(b) An eva lu a tion of the li ke li ho od of the se ad ver se ef fects be ing rea li zed, ta king into ac co unt the le vel and kind of 
ex po su re of the li ke ly po ten tial re ce i ving en vi ron ment to the li ving mo di fied or ga nism; 

(c) An eva lu a tion of the con se qu en ces sho uld the se ad ver se ef fects be rea li zed; 
(d) An es ti ma tion of the ove rall risk po sed by the li ving mo di fied or ga nism ba sed on the eva lu a tion of the li ke li ho od

and con se qu en ces of the iden ti fied ad ver se ef fects be ing rea li zed; 
(e) A re com men da tion as to whet her or not the risks are ac cep tab le or ma na ge ab le, in clu ding, whe re ne ces sa ry,

iden ti fi ca tion of stra te gies to ma na ge the se risks; and 
(f) Whe re the re is un cer ta in ty re gar ding the le vel of risk, it may be ad dres sed by re qu es ting fur ther in for ma tion on

the spe ci fic is su es of con cern or by im ple men ting ap prop ria te risk ma na ge ment stra te gies and/or mo ni to ring
the li ving mo di fied or ga nism in the re ce i ving en vi ron ment. 

Po ints to con si der

9. De pen ding on the case, risk as ses sment ta kes into ac co unt the re le vant tech ni cal and scien ti fic de tails
re gar ding the cha rac te ris tics of the fol lo wing sub jects:
(a) Re ci pient or ga nism or pa ren tal or ga nisms. The bio lo gi cal cha rac te ris tics of the re ci pient or ga nism or pa ren tal

or ga nisms, in clu ding in for ma tion on ta xo no mic sta tus, com mon name, ori gin, cen tres of ori gin and cen tres of
ge ne tic di ver si ty, if known, and a des crip tion of the ha bi tat whe re the or ga nisms may per sist or pro li fe ra te; 

(b) Do nor or ga nism or or ga nisms. Ta xo no mic sta tus and com mon name, so ur ce, and the re le vant bio lo gi cal 
cha rac te ris tics of the do nor or ga nisms; 

(c) Vec tor. Cha rac te ris tics of the vec tor, in clu ding its iden ti ty, if any, and its so ur ce or ori gin, and its host ran ge; 
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(d) In sert or in serts and/or cha rac te ris tics of mo di fi ca tion. Ge ne tic cha rac te ris tics of the in ser ted nuc le ic acid and
the fun ction it spe ci fies, and/or cha rac te ris tics of the mo di fi ca tion in tro du ced; 

(e) Li ving mo di fied or ga nism. Iden ti ty of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism, and the dif fe ren ces bet we en the bio lo gi cal
cha rac te ris tics of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism and tho se of the re ci pient or ga nism or pa ren tal or ga nisms; 

(f) De tec tion and iden ti fi ca tion of the li ving mo di fied or ga nism. Sug ges ted de tec tion and iden ti fi ca tion met hods
and the ir spe ci fi ci ty, sen si ti vi ty and re lia bi li ty; 

(g) In for ma tion re la ting to the in ten ded use. In for ma tion re la ting to the in ten ded use of the li ving mo di fied
or ga nism, in clu ding new or chan ged use com pa red to the re ci pient or ga nism or pa ren tal or ga nisms; and

(h) Re ce i ving en vi ron ment. In for ma tion on the lo ca tion, geo grap hi cal, cli ma tic and eco lo gi cal cha rac te ris tics,
in clu ding re le vant in for ma tion on bio lo gi cal di ver si ty and cen tres of ori gin of the li ke ly po ten tial re ce i ving
en vi ron ment. 
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